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FUTURE EVENTS 
 

TRIP 440                    EASTER ANGLIA      Friday-Monday 02-05/04/10 

 

A four day trip visiting Industrial, Preserved & Plant sites in Essex, 

Suffolk & Norfolk.  

 

Itinerary 

DAY 1: Readypower Engineering, Kings Langley; Aspin Foundations, Hemel 

Hempstead; Waterhall Farm & Craft Centre, Whitwell; Hiremee Ltd, Royston; 

Shepreth Wildlife Park, Shepreth; The Potter Group, Ely; Lakenheath 

Station, Lakenheath; Hydrex RSD, Bury St Edmonds; Pakenham Mill, Pakenham; 

Freightliner Ltd, Ipswich (view); Ipswich Overnight.  

 

DAY 2: Ipswich Overnight; Marlesford Old Station, Marlesford; Blackshore, 

Southwold; Bressingham Hall Steam Museum; Fersfield Common, Fersfield; Blo 

Norton, Near Diss; Glendale Forge, Thaxted; North Essex Traction Group, 

Great Yeldham; Yew Tree Farm, Aldham; Mendlesham Hall, Mendlesham; Norwich 

Overnight. 

 

DAY 3: Norwich Overnight; The Cat Pottery, North Walsham; North Norfolk 

Railway @ Sherringham, Weybourne & Holt; Hindolveston Old Station, 

Hindolveston; Mid Norfolk Railway, Dereham; Norwich Overnight 

 

DAY 4: Norwich Overnight; Carless Solvents, Parkeston; Balfour Beatty 

Rail, Colchester OTPD; Southend Pier Railway Museum; Sutton Hall, 

Rochford; Ashingdon Road, Rochford; Epping & Ongar Railway, Ongar. 

 

Confirmed Bookings to Roy Morris by ASAP please as accommodation requires 

arranging.  

 

Please note: There is a Mandatory £25 Deposit required on Booking to cover 

the accommodation. 

 

Permits: All to be applied for except Freightliner at Ipswich. 

Fares: Adult: Members £150    Non Members £158  Deposit; £25 (see above) 

       Child: Members £102.75 Trip Members £110.75 Deposit £25 (see above)  

Times                  Depart(02/04)    Return(05/04) 

Nailsea & Backwell     06.30            21.30  

Temple Meads           06.55            21.05 

Parkway                07.15            20.45 

 

Safety Equipment Required: Hi-Viz Jacket 

 

                       LONG MARSTON SPECIAL VISIT        Saturday 10/04/10 

Please Note; this is a non society event. However the Membership have been 

kindly invited to attend this annual special visit by the Officers of 

Phoenix Railtours. The cost of the visit will be £15 per head (no 

concessions) and is payable by cheque on the day. The visit will start at 

10.15 hours prompt, all meeting at the main entrance on the B4632.  

To make a booking please send an email to Tony Croft at 

longmarston@cardiffandavonside.org.uk  



 

 

  

 

TRIP 441                 LONDON FLYER    Saturday 22/05/10  

A one day trip with approx 10 hours of free time to do as you please in 

the Capital. 

 

Itinerary 

None. 

  

Confirmed Bookings to Roy Morris by 12/04/10 please.  

 

Permits: None. 

 

Fares: Adult: Members; £22   Trip Members; £24    Deposit; £12 

       Child: Members; £5.50 Trip Members; £7.50  Deposit; £3  

  

Times                  Depart           Return 

Nailsea & Backwell     06.00            21.30  

Temple Meads           06.25            21.05 

Parkway                06.45            20.45 

 

Safety Equipment Required: Hi-Viz Jacket 

 

Provisional Trip plan for early to mid 2010 (subject to change) 

 

TRIP 442 - (New) Class 350 Trip – June 

Date, Itinerary, Fares, Timings & Safety Equipment information to be 

arranged. 

 

TRIP 443 - North West Plant Trip – July 

Date, Itinerary, Fares, Timings & Safety Equipment information to be 

arranged. 

 

TRIP 444 - Buckinghamshire – August 

Date, Itinerary, Fares, Timings & Safety Equipment information to be 

arranged. 

 

IMPORTANT - EVENTS SECRETARY 
 

It was announced at the Annual General Meeting in July 2009 that Martin 

Lear would be standing down as Events Secretary with effect from the 2010 

Annual General Meeting. 

 

The Events Secretary’s responsibilities cover several roles - planning the 

overall trip programme; planning and organising individual trips within 

that programme; and leading a trip on the day.  

   

Can anyone willing to become involved in any of these roles in any 

capacity please make themselves known to any member of the committee.  

Note that the different roles could potentially be shared between several 

individuals. 



 

 

Please note that unless a successor(s) is appointed then the trip 

programme will end after Trip 444 Buckinghamshire in August 
 

 

 

GENERAL TRIP INFORMATION 

 
1. Although trip timings and costs advertised are based on Bristol area 

departures, fuel/train fare to an advertised departure point from 

Cardiff and Newport will be paid by the Society upon agreement with 

Martin Lear. If you live outside the areas served by these points but on 

route for a trip please contact Martin Lear to arrange a pick up point 

that is mutually convenient. 

2. The fare structure is as follows: 
   ADULT - FULL FARE.  CHILD - QUARTER FARE.  TRIP MEMBER – AS ABOVE + £2. 

A child is a person who has not yet reached their seventeenth birthday 

and is still in full time education. People who are not Society members 

or family members will have their fares increased by the trip-member 

rate (£2 per day). Members paying the full fare will have priority until 

the “book by” date, after that date the trips will be filled on a first 

come first served basis.  

3. The discounts highlighted above for family members refer to travel costs 
only. Accommodation and Permits will be charged at cost price.  

4. Members who wish to go on a trip must contact Roy Morris prior to the 
book by date to confirm that they still intend to go on the trip. 

5. Where a trip is organised with an itinerary to a specific area, it may 
sometimes be possible to drop off a member en route. This is known as 

the Trip Flyer option. Availability and exact duration of stay will be 

at the discretion of the Events Organiser. The fare for this option will 

be negotiable, depending on the drop off point and seat availability.  

6. For members living outside the normal pick up/drop off areas it may be 
possible to be picked up en route. This is known as the Trip Hiker 

option. Fares and availability are at the discretion of the Events 

Organiser. 

7. The Society mobile 07510 224197 will be switched on throughout the 
duration of society trips. Please do not use it outside these times for 

time critical communications as voice mails and texts may not be picked 

up immediately. 

GENERAL SOCIETY INFORMATION 

 
1. Members are reminded that where only one magazine is required, relatives 

living at the same address can become family members at the rate of £1 

per head, per annum.  

2. Do you know someone who would like to join the Society? Existing members 
can earn £2 for each new member introduced. This can be used against the 

fares of future Society trips. 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
The magazine content is totally reliant upon the membership and 



 

contributions are always welcomed. 

We would encourage members to contribute to the magazine, whether it be 

local news, local sightings, or reports from members own visits to areas 

of interest. 

Can any contributions please be submitted electronically to Kevin, 

preferably by e-mail to: magazine@cardiffandavonside.org.uk 

 

 

MAGAZINE COVER AND WEB SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
Contributions for the magazine cover photo should be from within our area, 

web site photos would normally be taken on Society trips. Although any 

photographs of interest will be considered for publication. Please send 

via e-mail or post to Kevin, all prints will be returned. Any photographs 

submitted for the cover will be considered for publication on the web site 

unless a request is made not to publish them. 

 
SOCIETY WEB SITE 

 
The society web site can be found at www.cardiffandavonside.org.uk 

 

SOCIETY MERCHANDISE 

 
A range of Society-themed merchandise is still available for purchase. The 

following items are embroidered with the Society ‘HST’ logo and are 

available in a variety of colours and sizes.  

 

T shirts    £11 

Polo shirts  £11  

Sweat shirts  £14  

Baseball caps  £6  

 
Please contact Jim Hockley on 0117 962 3509 for further details and to 

place an order.  

Payment will be required in advance and a postage and packing charge will 

apply appropriate to the items ordered. 

 

 

NOTES AND NEWS 

 
Avonmouth 

 

02/12 66153 passed Patchway at 10:22, light-engine as 0C90 Newport ADJ - 

Avonmouth Chittening estate to collect the 6C97 return trip freight. Other 

locos reported on this duty during the month have been: 66006, noted 

through Pilning at 10:21 (09/12), 66176 (16/12) and 66186 (23/12). 

05/12 The Saturday morning 3S59 South Wales - Barton Hill water cannon 

passed Henbury at 11:16, top n’tailed by 66237 + 66154. 

08/12 66133 was on the 7C63 Westbury - Avonmouth import stone empties, 

being noted through Dr. Day’s curve at 12:40. Earlier, 66248, having 

http://www.cardiffandavonside.org.uk/


 

departed Barton Hill at 10:55 light-engine, headed a return 4D98 12:18 

Avonmouth - Barton Hill ‘cripple, wagon trip formed of 5 HTAs passing Dr. 

Day’s at 12:45 and later back through Temple Meads at 13:12 following a 

loco run-round at Bristol West.  

10/12 With test unit 950001 out of service, 31106 (ex. BR blue) + 31601 

(Devon & Cornish Railway’s green) worked 2Z08 09:18 Temple Meads - 

Westbury via Portbury dep 11:31 (27 minutes late), Temple Meads 12:03 (37 

late), Stapleton Road 12:35 (53 late) and Filton Abbeywood 12:39, diverted 

from the ‘booked’ route via Clifton Down due to a loss of path over that 

part of the Severn Beach branch line. The train eventually reached Severn 

Beach, following a reverse in the Avonmouth area at 13:04 (72 late), then 

taking it’s booked route back to Bristol, then onwards to Bath and 

Westbury (via Salisbury). 

22/12 70002 headed the 6M07 02:23 Avonmouth West wharf - Rugeley P.S. 

loaded coal (being later reported as a failure in the Birmingham area!), 

working the same train during the following day. On both days this service 

was routed to the Midlands via Charfield and Worcester, instead of via the 

usual Severn Tunnel and the Marches. 

29/12 66594 brought in a further 4Z86 08:15 Grain - West Wharf container 

service, for the Constellation Europe wine store and warehouse (due 

15:29), but was reported as running 85 late during the afternoon. 

Freight traffic could return to the Hallen Marsh - Severn Beach line if 

recycling company Sita obtains approval for a new waste-fired energy plant 

on the former ICI Seabank site. The plant, which could dispose of up to 

400,000 tonnes of commercial and industrial waste, would be connected to 

the Severn Beach line as part of the plan and use sidings already in 

place. As well as laying new track, a run-round loop would be required in 

the Severn Beach station area to gain access onto the branch and main rail 

network. Electricity for up to 50,000 homes would be also generated from 

the site.  

 

Locos recorded on coal duty during the month have included:- 

66019/089/125/127/139/140. 70002.  

 

Bristol Parkway, Pilning and Westerleigh 

 

01/12 70002 headed the 6M55 07:03 Stoke Gifford - Rugeley P.S. (running in 

the path of the 07:00 departure from Portbury) loaded coal service formed 

of 19 Freightliner Heavy-haul HHAs (1761 tonnes), but was in trouble north 

of Hereford due to a wagon problem, reaching it’s destination 50 minutes 

late. The return 4V57 15:25 Rugeley - Stoke Gifford sidings empties were 

reported passing Standish junction at 21:15 (121 minutes late). Another 

Freightliner Heavy-haul working reported during the day was 66506 with a 

6Z28 12:32 Parkway - Eastleigh East yard departmental, noted passing 

Keynsham at 12:58. 

03/12 70002 was again on a morning coal departure, returning the 4V57 

Rugeley - Stoke Gifford empties during the evening. Other workings of note 

were: DBS 66035 on 6F72 Cardiff Tidal - Swindon scrap empties (recorded 

passing Pilning at 04:50) and FLHH 66527 running 0Z66 Stoke Gifford - 

Newport docks light-engine (arriving here at 10:55, 20 minutes early), to 

shunt the newly delivered Class 70 locos (also see Newport Notes & News). 

04/12 70002 again worked the 6M55 07:43 Stoke Gifford - Rugeley P.S. 

loaded coal, passing Patchway at 07:51, 3 late), later returning, as 



 

booked on the 4V57 Rugeley P.S. - Stoke Gifford empties, some passing 

times for the day’s train being recorded as: Bescot Stadium 17:05 (10 

late), King’s Norton 18:05 (1 late) and Cheltenham 18:54 (6 early !). Also 

during the morning the NRMT HST set, with power cars 43013 + 43014 was 

noted passing Patchway at 07:57 as 1Z20 Old Oak Common - Swansea. 

05/12 With the Severn Tunnel closed for track maintenance and re-

signalling, diversions took place via Gloucester (see Gloucester Notes & 

News). The morning 6V78 Dollands Moor - Margam export steel empties was of 

interest, being headed by 66200, the working was noted passing Chippenham 

at 07:35, being then routed via Bath, Dr. Day’s, Parkway and Gloucester. 

This arrangement was to also take place during over the following 

Saturday. 

06/12 Locos stabled at 09:30 in the downside were:- 66506, 66597, 66598, 

70002. 

07/12 66527 worked an empty MGR to Portbury this evening also seen were 

66550/556/597/598 moving around in the yard prior to being stabled. 

Mainline activity was the MoD Liner (6A29) hauled by 66070. A 0V57 10:45 

Oxley Signal box - Westbury light-engine move was formed with 57315 + 

57316 ready to take over the forthcoming second First/GW loco and stock 

‘hire’. The Class 57s, which were reported through Standish junction at 

13:06 (67 early) were to continue the 5V66 12:29 Eastleigh - Taunton 

‘hire’ coaches move onwards from Westbury (having arrived here headed by 

‘spare’ loco 66844) via Bristol TM (booked here at 15:05). However a 

faulty coach door delayed the ECS departure from Eastleigh, as a result 

the train formed with the three locos, with 66844 leading ran direct to 

Taunton via Castle Cary. Also reported during the day were 70002 running 

around 90 minutes late on the morning 6M55 Stoke Gifford - Rugeley P.S. 

loaded coal and blue livered 66623 on a 6Z87 Basford Hall - Taunton 

Fairwaters yard departmental. 

09/12 With the NR track recording unit 950001 out of service, 31601 + 

999508 + 31106 were in use as a replacement, reaching the Bristol area as 

2Z08 04:53 Whitland - Temple Meads, noted running straight through Pilning 

up loop at 14:49 (also see Avonmouth and Portbury Notes & News). Earlier, 

Royal duo 67005 + 67006 passed Pilning late at 10:29 on a 5Z77 06:38 Crewe 

- Temple 11 coach Northern Belle dining train ECS. The working had been 

held in the Hereford area due to a fatality around 04:30 in the Rumney 

Bridge area, reported as involving the First/GW 5L16 03:10 Swansea - 

Cheltenham HST ECS (with power cars 43133 + 43175). Some road bus services 

were also reported to have run because of the incident between Cardiff and 

Parkway. 

10/12 Not much activity in the yard tonight, 66611 departed light engine 

and 66597 stabled at the head of an empty MGR service for Portbury. 

Mainline saw 66070 (6A29) MoD Liner and 66019 (4D16) Didcot – Avonmouth 

empty MGR. Tonight was also the last sighting of XC power cars as from the 

new timetable being re-deployed on other workings. 

11/12 70003 was noted passing Pilning at 15:15 as 0Z24 Crewe Basford Hall 

- Stoke Gifford light-engine, having earlier been reported through 

Abergavenny at 14:22 55 late). 

12/12 Pathfinder Tour’s ‘The Pye Bridge Pie-Man’ (1Z59 05:22 Westbury - 

High Marnham) which featured 59204 from Westbury - Birmingham NS, departed 

Parkway at 06:16 (7 late) later returned as 1Z60 14:30 ex. High Marnham, 

with the same loco during the evening around 90 minutes late off 

Birmingham NS at 21:02. A Hanson/Colas Class 47 and 56 along with a DBS 



 

Class 60, were also to feature over several Midlands freight only routes. 

At 15:00, Stoke Gifford siding held: 66527, 66528, 66550, 66556, 66611, 

70003.  

13/12 It was noticed at Pilning West that the down passing loop had been 

shortened, with a short siding now present. 66074 was present for part of 

the day. An 8X22 08:00 Patchway - Westbury down yard was returned via a 

loco run-round at Swindon being part formed of ILA ‘slinger’ empty side 

track panel wagons, the first time this wagon type having been seen in the 

Bristol area. Some other returning engineers trains from the Chepstow side 

of the River Severn (via Gloucester) were: 6W11 06:00 Chepstow - Oxford 

Hinksey yard with 66060 and 6W12 06:30 Chepstow - Oxford Hinksey yard with 

66087. Two other departures were at 07:00 (6W13) and 07:30 (6W14) both 

with unidentified hauling power, all of the workings were to have a loco 

run-round in Parkway yard and routing via Badminton. 

14/12 A signallers strike at Port Talbot affected services from west Wales 

causing disruption to Arriva and some First/GW trains. Returning 

Freightliner empty coal trains were recorded as follows: 66597 + 70003 

(the latter having failed at Rugeley) on 4Z70 11:15 Rugeley B power 

station - Stoke Gifford (reported as running around 115 minutes late) and 

70006 + 66952 on 4V22 Fiddler’s Ferry - Stoke Gifford empties (Severn 

Tunnel junction at 15:22 19 late). By this date 70002 had been reported as 

having left the area. This evening saw 66597 + 70003 at the head of an 

empty MGR service to the yard, waiting on a through road to shunt in. This 

train was present before 19:00 and didn’t move until 20:20. In between 

time 66952 was shunting wagons, 70006 emerged from the rear of the yard 

and was placed at the head of a rake of empties for Portbury in the 

morning. Evening shunting movements in Stoke Gifford sidings at one point 

saw: 66597 + 70003 + 66528 + 66952 + 66527 dealing with one empty coal 

hopper wagon! 66528, arrived light engine from Bristol direction and made 

its way to the sidings, having been seen earlier working a “civils” 

towards Bristol. A diverted Stone and Tinplate service headed eastbound 

behind 66082 followed later by the MoD Liner worked by 66043. 

15/12 New HST micro-buffet conversion 40107 was noted in service as part 

of the 1B76 18:15 Paddington - Swansea First/GW service. Two days earlier, 

40109 was reported to be in use as part of HST set OC43. 

16/12 GBRf ‘hire’ loco 66705 worked Fastline’s 4V13 Chaddeston sidings - 

Portbury coal empties being reported passing Ashley Hill at 14:33. 

17/12 Not a lot again, 70003 stationed at the head of MGR empties for 

Portbury and 66527 arriving with empties from Rugeley ((4V56). Newport ADJ 

– Willesden freight ((6M17) passed through behind 66098 final sighting 

being 66073 (6A29) MoD Liner. Also noted was a hybrid Cl158 formation 

using cars from 746 + 762. The morning Freightliner 4V50 (running as 4Z50) 

Millbrook - Wentlooge container service headed by 66603 was retimed being 

noted departing Parkway at 13:16 (1 late). 

18/12 New point work at Pilning West was noted in position connecting the 

down passing loop (now fully up-graded for passenger train use) with the 

mainline on the Pilning station side of the main road over bridge. 

Meanwhile, week-end loco stabling at Stoke Gifford found the following 

present: 66527, 66528, 66550, 66596, 66597, 66622, 70003, 70006. 

20/12 Some returning engineering trains via Gloucester, off the Severn 

Tunnel Junction area occupation were recorded as: 66069 on 6W13 07:50 

Chepstow - Westbury (Dr. Days 11:09 62 late), also via a loco run-round at 

Taunton and 66098 with a 6W14 08:20 Chepstow - Westbury (Filton 11:42 89 



 

late). The workings had been timed as 02:21 and 02:49 ex. Newport ADJ 

respectively. A 6W02, 22:26 Westbury - Severn Tunnel junction, with 66074 

was also reported to have run. 

21/12 On this date and over the following day, with the Severn Tunnel 

closed all Paddington - Cardiff services were diverted via Kemble, the 

Stroud Valley and Gloucester, with some Swansea services believed running 

via Temple Meads and calling additionally Parkway. 

22/12 A brief visit tonight, found 66597 and 70002 in the yard and 66544 

arrive with 4V56 Rugeley – Stoke Gifford MGR empties. 

25/12 Xmas Day stabling found the following present at Stoke Gifford: 

66527, 66528 (stabled on a rake of empty coal wagons), 66550, 66596, 

66597, 66611, 70002. 

28/12 Both First/GW and SWTs were operating a reduced service timetable 

over the Xmas period. 

30/12 SWT’s 158883 returned from log-term ‘hire’ to East Midlands Trains 

as 5V58 12:45 Derby Etches Park - Salisbury (booked 16:12), via Dr. Day’s 

curve. 

31/12 The 6V98 Lindsey - Westerleigh loaded fuel tanks with 60051 was 

reported as arriving at it’s destination around 330 minutes late! 

One of the week-end engineers workings a 6W21 Westbury - Patchway (due 

06:50) was worked by 59103, which eventually departed on the return at 

21:28 (362 minutes late!). 

 

Bristol Temple Meads, Barton Hill and Kingsland Road 

 

26/11 The ‘Bristol & Bath Express’ with steam 34067 Tangmere which ran on 

this date was organised by the Railway Touring Company. 

01/12 The 4V50 Millbrook - Wentlooge container service headed by 66559 was 

seen near Bath at 07:43, diverted due to an earlier points failure at 

Wotton Bassett junction. Later, the 1V50 06:08 Edinburgh - Plymouth Arriva 

XC service was formed with Voyager set 220001, in place of a HST set 

onwards from Newcastle at 07:45, 158950 returned from attention at Reading 

as 5Z74 11:17 Reading depot - St. Phillips Marsh and 60073 was noted 

passing Bristol East at 14:11 on the 6C41 Newport ADJ - Westbury 

departmental. Also at Bristol East, steam 60019 Bittern (in place of 34067 

Tangmere) passed at 14:25 on a Steam Dream’s ‘Cathedral Express’ (1Z82 

09:45 Victoria - Temple Meads, returning as 1Z83 16:34 to Victoria, being 

later recorded at 16:48 11 late through North Somerset Junction) using 

c/stock: Botaurus (support), S5249, S5236, S5237, 1961, 99121 Julia, 99371 

Victoria, S9104, 13440, S1840, S5171, S5200. At Temple Meads, a second 

steam loco was present, 6024 King Edward I, which had arrived as 5Z84 

08:40 Kidderminster (SVR) - St. Phillips Marsh (noted passing Pilning at 

13:14) loco and support coach W35333 which was to visit the wheel-lathe 

for attention. The King was to return as 14:30 St. Phillips Marsh - Barton 

Hill light-engine (via a reverse at Temple Meads later).  

02/12 67016 + 67022 started the month on the First/GW ‘hire’ passenger 

diagram, the 2C79 19:00 Cardiff Central - Taunton being reported as 

leaving Bedminster at 20:13 (14 late). Also during the evening period, 

31106 brought in a 4Z08 test train from Exeter formed with c/stock: 6263, 

999602, 9703. 

02/12 Locos and coaches working seen this afternoon at 14:30 top ‘n’ 

tailed by 67016/022. 

03/12 During the evening period, the NRMT HST set worked it’s regular 



 

Friday’s 1Z17 17:30 Derby - Old Oak Common diagram, via Temple Meads, 

Taunton (reverse), Temple Meads, Bath (noted at 21:24), Swindon (reverse), 

Bath (22:20), Temple Meads (reverse), Parkway, Swindon and Didcot. The set 

was reported as formed: 43013, 977995, 977994, 977993, 977984, 43014. 

04/12 67017 replaced 67022 on the First/GW ‘hire’ local passenger diagram. 

05/12 66237 + 66154 top n’tailed the 3S59 Barton Hill water cannon into 

Yatton loop at 09:34, later returning at 10:33 heading back towards 

Bristol, and 220016 was used on the ‘occasional’ 5C41` Temple Meads - 

Taunton Arriva XC driver route refresher via Bath and Westbury. A morning 

sell out ‘Climate Summit’ Copenhagen protest special was formed with a 

First/GW HST set as 1Z50 Plymouth - Paddington and was routed via Bristol 

using power cars 43042 + 43144. 

08/12 With 66844 stabled as standby loco at Taunton, GBRf began their 

‘hire’ loco-hauled passenger driver training diagrams. Operating as TThSO 

during the week, the trains were booked to run as: 5U57 09:53 Bishop’s 

Lydeard - Cardiff Canton (Temple Meads 11:28 - 12:16, Parkway 12:26 - 

12:54), 5C57 16:37 Cardiff Canton - Bishop’s Lydeard (Temple Meads 15:40 - 

16:47). The 5U57, which departed Taunton at 10:14 (1 late) was recorded 

stopping at Yatton at 11:06 (13 late) formed: 57316 + 9526, 5792, 5769, 

5748 + 57315, the coaches all being in Inter-City colours. Later, the 

return 5C57 was noted passing Pilning at 15:44 (27 late). Also, 66148 

unusually ran 0Z09 21:45 Barton Hill - Fowey docks (Carne Point) light-

engine (due 01:24) for china clay duty. 

09/12 Despite rumoured as additionally running the GBRf Class 57 ECS 

driver training runs were not repeated on this date, but 57316 ran 0M57 

10:30 Bishop’s Lydeard - Crewe light and 57315 ran westbound light to work 

a 5O57 13:30 Laira TMD - Eastleigh ‘off lease’ First/GW buffet coach move, 

later returning h light-engine via Westbury and Bath to Bishop’s Lydeard. 

Royal Class 67s 67005 + 67006 top n’tailed two Northern Belle ‘Xmas dining 

specials’ as: 1Z38 10:44 Temple Meads - Carmarthen, 1Z39 13:54 return, 

1Z40 18:34 Temple Meads - Carmarthen and 1Z41 21:33 return also during the 

day. 

10/12 66611 worked a 6Z88 Crewe Basford Hall yard - Taunton Fairwater 

departmental passing Stapleton Road at 14:26 (90 early!). Earlier, a solo 

57315, with stock departed Temple Meads as 5T57 12:03 ECS to Bishop’s 

Lydeard, passing Yatton at 11:49 (14 early). 

11/12 57316 reappeared in the area with a rake of former Anglian livered 

MkIIs as 5V57 09:27 Crewe - Bishop’s Lydeard through Filton Abbeywood at 

14:39 (3 early) and Worle junction at 15:37. The 31106 + 31601 test train 

also reappeared, running as 2Z08 08:02 Westbury - Exeter arriving in 

Temple Meads at 13:27 (101 early). This was to be the final day of the 

First/GW ‘hire’ DBS Class 67 diagram, being changed in favour of the new 

Class 57 GBRf ‘hire’ loco and coaches from the new Winter timetable change 

on 13th December.  

12/12 Steam 6024 King Edward I worked Pathfinder Tour’s (Torbay Express 

Ltd) 1Z20 09:31 Bristol TM - Paddington (Xmas) ‘Bristolian’ (and 1Z24 

17:47 return, which arrived back in Bristol at 20:39 an hour down), the 

stock having been brought in earlier by 67022 as 5Z20 ex. Eastleigh., 

passing Bath at 07:10. Apparently, the Bristolian train title, which was 

first used on 9th September 1935 had not been officially used for around 

30 years! Following the trip, King Edward I worked 5Z26 21:17 Temple Meads 

- Bishop’s Lydeard (departing 29 late), loco and support coach W35333, 

whilst the tour stock was returned as 5Z26 Temple Meads - Eastleigh 



 

passing North Somerset junction at 21:53 (38 late). This steam outing was 

run in place of two planned ‘Torbay Express’ specials from Bristol - 

Kingswear planned for the 12th and 13/12 December. The GBRf Class 57 

driver training runs, using 57315 + 57316 (booked as 5U57 09:45 Bishop’s 

Lydeard - Temple Meads, 5C57 11:18 Temple Meads - Taunton, 5U59 12:36 

Taunton - Parkway and 5C59 16:05 Parkway - Bishop’s Lydeard) part 

operated. The 5U57 arrived at Temple Meads at 11:32 (24 late), the 5U57 

then reported as departing Weston-s-Mare at 11:02 (29 late). The 5U59 was 

later noted passing Highbridge at 12:56, but must have been terminated at 

Temple Meads as was not seen by a correspondent at Parkway during the 

afternoon period. Another sighting during the afternoon was Colas 47749 

running as 0Z47 12:29 Plymouth Tavistock yard - Gloucester Horton Road 

light-engine passing Lawrence Hill at 15:06.  

13/12 66116 + 66119 returned from West Country water cannon duties as 0Z14 

10:05 St. Blazey - Margam light-engines. 

14/12 A new timetable commences! First/GW retimed some selected HST 

services between Swansea and Paddington (via Bristol) to reduce travelling 

times and in the London and Thames Valley area, additional stopping trains 

at Maidenhead were introduced. In the West Country, some timetable 

adjustments were made west of Exeter to help cover for withdrawn SWT 

services in the area. Also, an additional train between Moreton-in-Marsh 

and Oxford will help ease over crowding on the popular 08:52 Great Malvern 

- Paddington service. Locally the main highlight was the introduction of a 

second loco and coaches for First/GW. The two diagrams now read as 

follows:- ‘Hire’ DBS Class 67 loco top n’tail load 4 Cargo-D owned MkII 

coaches: 5U02 05:22 Barton Hill depot - Temple Meads, 2U02 06:19 Temple 

Meads - Cardiff Central, 2C67 08:55 Cardiff Central - Paignton, 2U20 12:47 

Paignton - Cardiff Central, 2C85 17:00 Cardiff Central - Taunton, 2M68 

19:18 Taunton - Temple Meads, 5M68 20:58 Temple Meads - Barton Hill depot. 

‘Hire’ Class 57 loco top n’tail load 4 Riviera Trains owned MkII coaches: 

5D02 07:00 Bishop’s Lydeard - Taunton, 2D04 07:28 Taunton - Bristol 

Parkway, 2Y10 09:13 Parkway - Taunton, 2U14 11:02 Taunton - Cardiff 

Central, 2C79 14:00 Cardiff Central - Taunton, 2U24 16:16 Taunton - 

Cardiff Central, 2C89 19:00 Cardiff Central - Taunton, 5C89 21:13 Taunton 

- Bishop’s Lydeard. The 67016 + 67017 running with c/stock 6008, 6064, 

6117, 9508 was reported as operating trouble free during the day, but 

57315 + 57316 with c/stock 5929, 5964, 5998, 9520 (the latter coach having 

recently repainted from ex. Virgin red) were suffering problems on 57315, 

failing before departure on the 2Y10 from Parkway. 150281 covered the 2Y10 

to Taunton and 158950 taking over the rest of the day’s diagram from the 

2C79 onwards . Meanwhile, the Class 57s and stock were later noted in 

Yatton loop during the afternoon, before running as 5Z57 14:27 Taunton - 

Oxley, later returning as 5Z57 Oxley - Taunton formed with Virgin 

‘thunderbird’ 57303 + 57316 (noted passing Parkway at 21:35). Also 

recorded during the day were: 31454 on 4Z08 12:12 Derrby RTC - Exeter 

(Riverside yard) via the Weston-s-Mare loop, passing Dr. Day’s jcn at 

16:59 (48 early) and Highbridge 19:29 (34 early). Arriva XC HST services 

appear to have been reduced to three:  Today’s power cars and coaching 

stock sets being:- 43384 XC01 43304 1V44 06:00 Leeds - Plymouth / 1S51 

12:23 Plymouth - Glasgow Central. 43321 XC05 43357 1V50 06:08 Edinburgh 

Waverley / 1E63 15:21 Plymouth - Leeds. The 1V54 06:32 Dundee - Plymouth / 

1S55 17:21 Plymouth - Edinburgh Waverley was in the hands of a Voyager 

set. The two Bristol drift snowploughs were tested overnight using locos 



 

66078 + 66089 as 2Z99 00:13 Barton Hill - Barton Hill (via a reverse at 

Gloucester, booked here from 01:36 - 02:07). 

15/12 66550 seen this morning at 09:50 heading southbound with FHH wagons 

in tow (not identified, coal or stone?). At 15:00, locos and coaches 

working seen again, 57315 with a new partner 57303. 67016 + 67017 and 

57303 + 57316 were in use on the day’s First/GW ‘hire’ loco-hauled service 

trains. Another top n’tail working to make a brief (and rare) appearance 

in Temple Meads was a 5Z70 Old Oak Common - Old Oak Common sleeper ECS 

driver training move top n’tailed with 57602 + 57603. On the freight side, 

66550 was on the morning 6A21 Pengam - Theale loaded stone via Day’s curve 

during the morning. 

16/12 31106 + 31601 returned the single coach test train in top n’tail 

formation as 2Z08 03:06 Exeter - Derby RTC (Barnstaple and Exmouth), 

reaching the Bristol around 08:00. Later, a second test working a 4Z08 

from Exeter - Kingsland Road was noted passing Worle junction at 20:35 

with 31454 in charge. 

17/12 A bridge strike at Windmill Hill (Bedminster) saw all services 

stopped from 10:30 - 11:11. At least one service was also cancelled 

because of the incident. 

18/12 A fatality at Stoke Cannon (north of Exeter) saw late running with 

the 1S51 12:23 Plymouth - Glasgow Central service (with power cars 43378 + 

43303) being held at Exeter. 

19/12 A cabling theft incident between Taunton and Bridgwater caused 

serious delays. The 1C99 Paddington - Penzance First/GW sleeper service 

with 57602 being delayed at Temple Meads to gone 03:00. Also the 2C42 

Gloucester - Penzance services was affected, not departing Taunton until 

07:25. Later the GBRf loco and stock maintenance move: 5U89 11:21 (SO) 

Taunton - Cardiff Canton (with 57303 + 57316) was recorded in Temple Meads 

at 13:03 (79 late) on departure, being routed via Parkway and Gloucester 

due to the closure of the Severn Tunnel for maintenance. 

21/12 66140 seen at 14:15 heading north with a loaded MGR. 

23/12 The ‘hire’ Class 57s were again in trouble, with a broken coach air-

pipe, whilst working the 2D04 from Parkway - Taunton, being terminated at 

Yatton from 08:21 - 08:23 then being moved into the down loop. 

24/12 142029 + 150246 were in use on the 11:02 Taunton - Cardiff Central 

service in place of the Class 57s and stock. 

26/12 As there was an major engineering work in progress over the 

Christmas period, seen running was 66250 with a southbound ballast train 

at 10:50. Leafbuster still active ran an hour earlier on the 1st at 22:35 

back to “normal” time on 2nd at 23:35 

28/12 57316 ran 0Z57 Eastleigh - Bishop’s Lydeard (WSR) light-engine to 

collect the four Inter-City livered coaches (9526, 5748, 5769, 5792 - set 

CF04 ) forming a 5Z57 13:50 ECS move to Eastleigh passing Nailsea at 

14:57. 

29/12 Pathfinder Tour’s ‘Scenic Settler’ (Bristol - Carlisle and return) 

featuring a DBS Class 66 to and from Birmingham, and Class 31s over the 

Settle & Carlisle route, was postponed until 22/05/10.  

30/12 66111 was on a 6Z78 Westbury - Patchway engineers (v a run-round at 

Newport). 

 

Barton Hill (Axiom Rail) is still continuing unit overhauls with 

Arriva/Wales 143624 being released towards the end of December, being 

replaced by 143616. 



 

 

Cardiff (Steelworks) 

 

12/12 08752 

 

Gloucester 

 

05/12 Diversions via Gloucester due to re-signalling and maintenance work 

in the Severn Tunnel area saw 60039 with the 6B33 Theale - Robeston fuel 

tank empties and steam 60019 Bittern on a Steam Dreams ‘Cathedral’s 

Express’ 1Z61 09:05 Paddington - Cardiff (reported Standish junction 

12:04, 2 late) and 1Z69 17:45 Cardiff - Paddington return (noted passing 

Severn Tunnel junction 18:18). 

07/12 The 6A83 12:40 Machen Quarry - West Drayton A.R.C. loaded stone was 

diverted with 66112, passing Chepstow at at 14:32. The reason for this 

movement remained unknown. 

10/12 It was announced that the Army stores depot at Ashchurch could be 

closed, the work being moved to Donnington. The location, which employs 

around 400 people, receives and despatches several train workings of MoD 

vehicles and stores a week to and from Didcot. 

11/12 66023 ran 0A36 Didcot - Ashchurch light-engine to collect a return 

MoD working (6B36). 

12/12 66188 worked the diverted 6B33 Theale - Robeston fuel empties via 

Kemble and Gloucester during the afternoon. Other Saturday oil workings: 

6B13 Robeston - Westerleigh and 6E41 Westerleigh - Lindsey were both 

cancelled. 

15/12 66189 was on the 6B36 Didcot MoD, handling the same working again 

during the following day. 

18/12 DRS 66415 worked 6Z67 06:10 Shipley - Cardiff Tidal loaded scrap 

metal. Due to over running engineering work on the Chepstow mainline 

during the morning period, some train diversions operated via the Severn 

Tunnel and Bristol Parkway including the 06:40 Cardiff - Nottingham Arriva 

XC service with 170102, 170108 + 170116 running as empty stock from 

Cardiff - Birmingham and the 6M96 Margam - Corby loaded steel. Normal 

service was resumed later in the day with the appearance of 170106 on the 

13:45 Nottingham - Cardiff Central Arriva XC working via Chepstow. A 

second DRS (6Z70) train of loaded scrap metal was reported as running with 

66412, believed to be a 09:35 Tyne dock - Cardiff Tidal service.  

 

Newport 

 

01/12 The 6V69 16:58 Bescot - Newport ADJ freight, is now a Tuesday’s only 

working (changed from Monday’s), 66041 heading today’s service. DBS 

livered 66152 powered the 6V07 14:26 Round Oak - Margam steel service. 

02/12 The MV Beluga Fortune docked at 19:00 carrying the next batch of 

Power haul Class 70s, 70003 - 70006. 

04/12 The newly delivered Class 70s were viewed parked on the quayside in 

Newport docks in the following order: 70006, 70004, 70005, 70003. 

07/12 70006 hauled the other newly delivered Class 70 locos as 0Z25 

Newport docks - Crewe Basford Hall yard, passing Newport station at 17:30 

(25 late). Later, the 6E09 18:17 Margam - Immingham freight service was 

noted double-headed with 60009 + 60074. 

14/12 57315 was on the 1V31 05:32 Holyhead - Cardiff Central Arriva XC 



 

service. 60085 worked the 6E20 13:40 Margam - Immingham freight service, 

this loco being reported as one of only four to remain in traffic on this 

date.  

15/12 57313 worked the 1V31 05:32 Holyhead - Cardiff Central Arriva XC 

service, later returning (as booked) on the 16:15 Cardiff - Holyhead. 

66177 headed the 6V69 16:58 (TO) Bescot - Newport ADJ freight. This 

train’s hauling loco then regularly powers the 6C99 21:47 freight service 

onwards to St. Blazey. 

23/12 Trackwork was reported as taking place in the Llanwern area with no 

access for rail movements allowed from the east.  

28/12 Signalling problems in the Marshfield area saw some late running 

during the morning period. 66133 + 66097, now regular Class power for the 

6B13 Robeston - Westerleigh loaded fuel tanks, were diverted via Hereford 

(booked 06:52 - 07:31), Shrewsbury, Bescot, Birmingham and Gloucester due 

to track work in the Severn Tunnel junction area. The 6B33 Theale - 

Robeston fuel empties were also affected by this track and re-signalling 

work. Nearly all engineering trains for the Christmas and New Year Severn 

Tunnel PW blockade were routed from Westbury or Crewe via Hereford (also 

see cover of the January 2010 Magazine).  

 

Portbury Branchline 

 

DBS continued their coal operation serving Aberthaw P.S. during the month 

with departures at 13:00, 15:00 and 17:22 being recorded on various dates, 

whilst Fastline coal train’s ran to Ratcliffe on a number of days, the 

inward afternoon empties now being coded 6V13 (ex. Chaddeston) for the 

6M13 19:00 return. GBRf ‘hire’ (and union jack part livered) 66705 made 

several appearances during the month working for Fastline. At least two 

morning FLHH coal services were noted being loaded during December (most 

being dealt with at Avonmouth), which also saw Class 70 hauled trains 

operate from the Port. 70003 worked 4Z69 Stoke Gifford - Portbury empties 

from 15 -17/12, departing as 6Z70 01:00 to Rugeley P.S., the inward 

empties being recorded through Temple Meads at 22:57, 37 late) on the 

first date and reported as departing at 00:42 (18 early) on 16/12. 70006 

was also a visitor over the branch line during the evening of 14/12, but 

was believed to be only heading empty coal wagons in both directions on 

what was thought to be a ‘trial’ working. 

10/12 31106 + 31601 top n’tailing test coach 999508 worked a 2Z08 09:18 

Temple Meads - Westbury, arriving at the NR/Port of Bristol boundary at 

10:54 (on time) and departing at 11:31 (27 late), (also see Avonmouth 

Notes & News ). 

 

Locos recorded on coal duty during the month have included:- 

66019/059/139/140/237. 66302/303. 

66597. 66705. 70003 

 

Units seen during the month 

43207/285/301/303/304/321/357/366/378/384. 

142029/064. 

143603/616/618/619/620/621/624. 

150121/127/219/221/232/233/234/238/239/243/244/246/248/249/261/265/266/267 

150278/279/281 

158748/766/767/883/950/951*/952/954/958. 



 

220001/004/006/008/009/010/011/014/016/017/018/020/021/024/027/028/030 

221119/120/121/123/125/127/130/131/133/134/135/136 

* 158951 was noted operating as a two-car set during the month. 

 

 

STOCK ALTERATIONS 
Locomotives 

 

Transfers 

58006 - France 

DFIM 66566  GBRT 92032 

 

Stored 

CD: 37406/670. 60028/048/055/082. CE: 67001/022/029. 92030. 

CS: 47770. EH: 08798. IM: 60009. KD: 37602. 

TO: 08735/802. 09007. 60010/011/013/035/048/054/063/071/072/074, 

60077/091. Stowmarket: 20305. 

 

Traffic 

08653 –TO(Warrington), 08706 –TO(Westbury), 08993 –TO(DC)  

 

Disposals 

Glos & Warks: 08683 Severn Valley 08896 

Stephenson RM, South Shields: 08915 

 

Diesel Multiple Units 

 

Stored 

55012 – Railway Restoration NE, Shildon 

 

Electric Multiple Units 

 

Stored 

321418/431/433 –ZB, 434/436 -IL 

 

Disposals 

Booth: Car: 69233 (390033) 

Cranfield University: Car: 69933 (390033) 

 

Registered 

76818 -HQ 

 

New Stock 

378143/144/145/146/147/148 -NG 

 

Coaching & NPCC Stock 

 

Registered 

3798 –GT (North York Moors) 

 

Stored 

BH: 5906/58/61. 6168. 9497. 9525. LM: 40712/714. 



 

ZB: 40208/209/228/717/731/747. Tintern Parva: 6014. 6135. 

 

Traffic 

11028 –AL 

 

Disposals 

Booth: 5781 

Mid Norfolk: 5309. 17161. Battlefield: 10205 (not 10202) 

Cargo D: 10245. 10540. DB Regio: 10554/682 

 

Formations 

WS001 12131 12072 10236 82301 WS002 12127 12145 10208 82305 

 

Renumbered 

99990 – 17025 (BQ) 

 

 

LOCAL FREIGHTLINER WORKINGS 

 
4V50/4O51 Southampton - Wentlooge containers 

01/12 66559. 03/12 66539. 04/12 66589. 07/12 66501. 08/12 66567. 

09/12 66540. 10/12 66577. 11/12 66504. 14/12 66541. 15/12 66570. 

16/12 66603. 18/12 66603. 21/12 66954. 22/12 66568. 23/12 66565. 

24/12 66565. 

 

4V60 Calvert - Bristol Barrow road bin liner 

01/12 66550. 08/12 66598. 11/12 66598. 15/12 66597. 16/12 66597.  

18/12 66596. 24/12 66597. 31/12 66550. 

 

4Z70 15:25 Rugeley P.S. - Stoke Gifford coal empties 

01/12 70002. 03/12 70002. 04/12 70002. 14/12 66597 + 70003.  

16/12 70003. 17/12 70003. 18/12 70003. 21/12 70002. 22/12 70002.  

23/12 70002. 29/12 66528. 31/12 66597. 

 

 

LOCAL FASTLINE WORKINGS 

 
6M18 05:00 Portbury - Ratcliffe P.S. loaded coal 

19/12 66705. 

 

4V13/6M13 19:00 Portbury - Ratcliffe P.S. loaded coal 

10/12 66302. 15/12 66303. 16/12 66303. 17/12 66705. 23/12 66705. 

 

LOCAL DBS (EWS) WORKINGS 
 

6B13 Robeston - Westerleigh fuel oil 

01/12 60085. 02/12 66008. 03/12 60085. 05/12 60085. 07/12 60085.  

08/12 60085. 10-12/12 60085. 14-18/12 66070 + 66111. 22/12 66070 + 66111.  

23/12 66047 + 66053. 28/12 66097 + 66133. 29/12 66083 + 66230. 30/12 66100 

+ 66166. 

 

6E41 Westerleigh - Lindsey (6E77 Port Claence, as required) empty tanks 



 

01-03/12 60084. 04/12 66043. 05/12 60040. 08/12 60040. 12/12 60051. 

16/12 60041. 17/12 60009. 18/12 60045. 19/12 66011 + 66199. 

22/12 60045. 23/12 60045. 31/12 60051. 

 

6B49/6B50 Llanwern - Swindon steel (TFO) 

04/12 66128. 11/12 66054. 21/12 66100. 22/12 66200. 23/12 66176. 

24/12 66083. 

 

6B33 Theale - Robeston empty fuel tanks 

01/12 60039. 03/12 60039. 05/12 60039. 08/12 60039. 10/12 66087. 

12/12 66188. 17/12 66094 + 66173. 24/12 66097 + 66133. 31/12 66083 + 

66207. 

 

6B83/6A83 Westbury - Machen - West Drayton A.R.C. 

02/12 59203. 03/12 59005* 07/12 66112. 09/12 59203. 16/12 66066. 

21/12 59206. 

Note: * Confirmed as running 6Z83 12:40 Machen - Acton on this date. 

 

6V62 Eastleigh - Plymouth Tavistock yard fuel tanks (TO) 

01/12 66063. 03/12 66043. 15/12 66101. 22/12 66051. 29/12 66006. 

 

6X52 Portbury - Tyne Yard/Mossend loaded and empty car carriers. 

03/12 66075. 17/12 66166. 18/12 66152. 22/12 66104. 

 

6V78 Dolland’s Moor - Margam export steel empties 

01/12 66008. 05/12 66200. 08/12 66008. 15/12 66193. 21/12 66053. 

 

6B24 Didcot - Wentlooge MoD stores 

01/12 66184. 03/12 66097. 08/12 66149. 10/12 66060. 15/12 66138. 

16/12 66027. 

 

6B65 Westbury - Newport ADJ departmental 

03/12 66155 + 66152. 04/12 60073. 17/12 66125. 

 

6B35 Hayes - Moreton-on-Lugg stone empties 

07/12 66007. 16/12 66007. 

 

LOCAL DRS WORKINGS 

 
6V74/6M67 Crewe coal sidings - Bridgwater and return nuclear flasks 

04/12 37607 + 37667. 09/12 66414 + 66434. 16/12 66413 + 66414.  

22/12 66413 + 66414.   

 

 

Freight Train Changes 

The following are reported to be taking place during March.  

From 09/03 the Portbury cars will run as 6X51 03:06 Warrington - Portbury 

car terminal via Hereford, Newport ADJ (06:50 - 07:43 to detach wagons) 

and Severn Tunnel Junction (07:35).The return 6X52 17:33 Portbury car 

terminal - Warrington is again routed via Severn Tunnel Junction (18:50) 

and Hereford.  

The 6B24 Didcot - Wentlooge MoD stores and the 6M17 Newport ADJ - Wembley 

‘enterprise’ freight service are both to be discontinued. The evening 



 

return MoD stores 6A29 Wentlooge - Didcot is expected to remain and convey 

additional freight. 

 

FREIGHT REVIEW 
 

Here we go again - another month passed by, and another review to do. 

Another quiet month for me as the weather hasn't been exactly kind to us 

here in the Midlands - very cold and some regular periods of snow, which 

doesn't exactly give the ideal conditions to stand on a station platform 

for any length of time! Still, some sightings to report, starting with a 

usual evening at Nuneaton on a very cold 18th January. It was quite a busy 

night with several workings turning up that gave rise to the saying "What 

was that?" Firstly, at about 18.20 66567 was noted heading southbound with 

a freightliner bound for Southampton - judging by the routing through 

Nuneaton (on to the Coventry branch). Hadn't noted that one before at that 

time, at about 19.25, 90041 passed through rather rapidly with a 

northbound freightliner which we all thought, at the time, that it was a 

late-running Ipswich-Trafford Park but subsequent weeks have confirmed 

that this is now the booked time for this service. Just after this the 

sighting of the night was 86101 leading the class 325s on the northbound 

Royal Mail service. Nothing of ny real note other than that but all the 

usual services appeared plus a few more and the northbound Enterprise 

headed by 92042 had four-wheel tank 58246 on the rear of the consiSt. On 

28th January the weather won out and I went to Leicester for the evening 

to see a couple of colleagues and noted the following two services. 

Firstly, 66161 with the following rake of aggregate empties: 320054/ 067/ 

001/ 022/ 029/ 043/ 015/ 019/ 036/ 030/ 013/ 012/ 0458/ 014/ 049/ 045, 

33.70.6955.098/ 080/ 095/ 075/ 073/ 100/ 071/ 068 - a nice train! Then 

66069 headed northbound with the Colnbrook empties, unfortunately not able 

to log the vehicles as it was routed through Platform 1 - which is on the 

far side of the station to where we assemble! Incidentally this service 

was placed in the charge of a class 60 for a week during early February as 

the rake was upped to 28 vehicles as extra fuel was required at Heathrow! 

A quiet night at Nuneaton on 15th February was livened by the first 

sighting for me personally of a class 70 working, 70001 being noted on the 

Ipsweich-Lawley Street. On 20th February myself and two fellow enthusiasts 

took advantage of a London Midland offer of a £10 ticket for use on all 

London Midland services for a day - like a rover ticket. Travelling around 

the London area during the day quite a bit of freight was noted moving, 

but it was the new electric units that I was mainly interested in and 

managed to "cop" seven units and 32 Docklands sets (sad, isn't it!). 

Rounding off this effort with a bit of news. There is the chance of a new 

working from Lille to Daventry using class 92s crewed by GBRf staff. 

Training is on-going at present. Commodity carried is not known at 

present. Dunkirk is being looked at as a possible site for a new service 

to and from Scotland. Some of the Euro-twin wagons at Washwood Heath are 

believed to have been moved to Marcrofts in preparation for further use. 

The Valencia-Dagenham service is formed of 14 Austatte twin flats. At 

present there is one service per week, but is planned to become three 

times weekly by December 2010 and six times a week by December 2011. The 

train is worked by DB Schenker in association with Stobart Rail. There are 

also rumours of the possibility of Holyhead being used again for container 

traffic for Ireland via the Channel Tunnel. And finally . . . 47749 moved 



 

some Cargowagons from Long Marston to Llanwern. The identity of the 

vehicles was not known. That's about it for this time. Hopefully, the 

weather will improve to allow us all to get out more. 

 

 

PRESERVATION & INDUSTRIAL MATTERS 
 

Bristol Harbour Railway 

Councillors approved the £47.8 million bendy-bus scheme for South-West 

Bristol, which will connect the Long Ashton park & ride with Temple Meads 

and the City centre during the month. £43.8 million will be funded mainly 

by the Department of Transport with the remainder made up by Bristol City 

(80%) and North Somerset Councils (20%). The route will enter the city via 

the former Wapping Wharf freight-only line (closed to coal traffic in 

1987) part of which, between the Industrial Museum and the former bonded 

tobacco warehouses by the former Ashton Avenue road/rail bridge is used by 

the steam railway for occasion trips, the track and land being Council 

owned. The Museum’s refurbishment is expected to be completed in 2011 with 

the quayside ‘running lines’ (between the Museum and the S.S. Great 

Britain) to remain in use by the Harbour Railway for it’s passenger 

operation.  

 

Swanage Railway 

For the 125th Anniversary of the opening of the line to Swanage, the 

railway will be putting on special celebration events between 12 - 

20/05/10 including a ‘reconstruction’ of the very first passenger train 

over the branch line which is connected to the main rail network at 

Worgret junction, near Wareham.  

    

 

DEPARTMENTALS & TRACK MACHINES 
 

02/11 Kemble: Readypower r/r excavator: FR635. support trailers: FR749. 

FR750. 

13/11 Pilning: DR73935 (passing in the ‘up’ direction at 12:09). 

25/11 Weston-s-Mare: DR75406. DR75407. 

01/12 Bristol East Freight terminal: Loram rail-grinder DR79251 - DR79257. 

20/12 Pilning West: Hydrex r/r caterpillar: 5474. 6161. Hydrex (?) r/r 

bulldozer: 4207. Trailer; RT116. with one other ?. 

24/12 Yatton: DR74506 (passing as 6J72 Lostwithiel - Gloucester at 12:03). 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Summer 2010 Timetable 

It is rumoured First/GW will be using a HST set as a Paddington - Weymouth 

‘relief’ (via a reverse in Temple Meads) covering for the previously loco-

hauled diagram. The Class 67s and stock could be used on an additional 

Saturday’s Cardiff - Paignton and return ‘relief’. Otherwise both week-day 

loco-hauled diagrams are expected to continue unaltered. 

 

Road Movements 

17/12 M4 - M5 Almondsbury junction (19:00): 37428 and 37698 from Margam 



 

were seen heading North on separate lorry low-loader trailers for scrap, 

at Booth’s yard, Rotherham. 

 

TRIP REPORTS 

 
TRIP 436                    GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY                 21/11/09 

 

Great Central Railway, Loughborough (visit)  

Preserved Steam Locos; 5305 – AW 1360/37 Dsm, 34039 (Boscastle) – Bton/46 

Dsm, 48305 – Crewe/43, 78019 – Dar/54 In Steam, 73156 – Don/56, 4141 – 

Sdn/46, 70013 “Oliver Cromwell” – Crewe/51, 45231 “The Sherwood Forester” 

– AW 1286/36, 63601 – Gorton/12, 1744 – NB 22600/21, 30777 “Sir Lamiel” – 

NB 23223/25 In Steam, 6990 “Witherslack Hall” – Sdn/48, HE 3809/54 (ex 

p.237), 47406 – VF 3977/26 Dsm, 46521 – Sdn/53 Dsm. Preserved Diesel 

Locos; (33116) – BRCW DEL127/60, D5830 – BT 366/61, D123 “Leicestershire 

and Derbyshire Yeomanry” – Crewe/62, D5185 “Castell Dinas Bran” – Dar/63, 

D4067 “Margaret Ethel-Thomas Alfred Naylor” – Dar/61, D3101 – Derby/55, 

37255 – EE 3512/64 + EEV D943/64, 37314 “Dalzell” – EE 3368/63 + EES 

8411/63 (on loan from p.58, In Traffic), D8098 – EE 3003/61 + RSHD 

8255/61, D5401 – BRCW DEL244/62 (ex p.159), 50007 “Sir Edward Elgar” – EE 

3777/67 + VF D1148/67, 08694 – Hor/59 (ex EWS, via Booth, Rotherham), 

D1705 “Sparrowhawk” – BT 467/64. Preserved DMUs; 977899 (51427), “Alf 

Benney” – 51616 (assumed), 53266, 977900 (53321), 59575, 79976. Preserved 

EMUs; 62384, 69339, 76746, 76817. Preserved Carriages: SR; 1334 (Body 

only), 1375 (Body only), 1706. LMS; 31255 (Body only), 31370 (Body only). 

LNER; 1719, 4050. BR Mark 1; 99241 (BSK 35449), NRMY95404 (Griddle 1100), 

1526, 1695, 1852, 3079, 3092, 3126, 4630, 4788, 4857, 4914, 4922, 4948, 

4982, 9316, 14026, IR3172 (SK 21138), 21184, 21242, 25312, 25366, IR3178 

(BSK 34590), 81382,  96187 (GUV 86168), 96190 (GUV 86448), 96194 (GUV 

86949), 041869 (CCT 94286), 041870 (CCT 94709). BR Mark 2; 14064. BR Mark 

3; 10558. Inspection Saloons; 999503, 999504. Preserved Cranes; ADRC96709 

– CS 86/61 reb Derby/76 (ex Network Rail), (95208) – R&R E8137/8 built 

1939. 

 

Great Central Railway, Quorn and Woodhouse (visit)  

Preserved Steam Locos; “Robert” – HC 1752/43. Preserved Diesel Locos: 

25265 – Derby/66. Preserved Carriages: LNER; 4149 (BGP), 96202 (CL 32480). 

BR Mark 1; IR3177 (BSK 34227, Body only), IR3184 (BSK 34566 Body only), 

86709. Preserved Small Plant; Bance Cart 3 037 (complete and a runner), 

Bance Cart 2 002 (Partly dismantled), Bance Cart 104 (chassis only). 

Preserved Road/Rail; A685PYD – Ford Tractor (ex AFS 091794). Preserved 

Internal Users; 024881, 024885, 024904, 042199. 

 

Great Central Railway, Rothley (visit)  

Preserved Diesel Locos: (37198) – EEV 3376/63 + RSHD 8419/64 (assumed), 

D2158 – Sdn/60, “Bardon” – AB 400/56. Preserved Carriages: LNER; 10155, 

9116 (RB 24080), 24278, 9124 (RB 24280), 57451, 70654. BR Mark 1; 1525, 

1962, 3042, 4662, 4758, 4830, 15960, 16070, 80438 (ex 25139), 25711, 

34393, 34738, 93579 (GUV 86579), 86830, 94707. BR Mark 2; 14099. Preserved 

Cranes; 81549 – Booth 6043/58. Preserved Internal User; 041489. 

 

Great Central Railway, Swithland Sidings (visit)  



 

Preserved Diesel Locos: 07005 – RH 480690/62, “Arthur Wright” – JF  

4210079/52, 7 “Toby” – RH 235513/45. Preserved DMUs; 51616 (assumed), 

977898 (53193), 977897 (53203), 59276. Preserved Carriages: GCR; 793. NER; 

22118 (Dining Car 118). LNER; 70442 (BGP 4069), DE320907 (RF 1222), 70294 

(POS 2441), 70268 (POT 6777), 23981, 62565. BR Mark 1; 13313, 14021, 

21031, 43043, 80301, 80349, 80458, 81343, 87674, 94606. BR Mark 2; 9385 

“Balmacara”. Norwegian Railways: 547 (Underframe only).Preserved Internal 

Users; 024765, 024800, 024669, 024875, 024923, 024964, 024980, 042130, 

083489, 083516. 

 

Notes   

1) A big thank you to Tony Cook & Martin Dudley for Railway arranging and 

to Martin Wilkinson & Graham Bannister for hosting this fantastic visit. 

2) Steam Loco 42085 (Brighton/51) has now returned to the Lakeside & 

Haverthwaite Railway. 

3) Diesel Loco 73003 (Elh/62) has now gone to the Swindon & Cricklade 

Railway. 

4) LNER BGP 4149 arrived on 17/11/09 from the Lakeside & Haverthwaite 

Railway. 

5) BR Mark 1 BSK 35449 (99241) was a recent arrival from the East Lancs 

Railway. 

6) BR Mark 1 14021 has been sold to the Mid-Norfolk Railway, but has not 

moved as yet to its new home. 

7) BR Mark 2s 14064 + 14099 are due to be transferred to mainline use at 

the end of February 2010.  

 

 

Nuneaton Station (approx 2 hours)  

66030/101/127/727. DMU; 153334/356, 170108/113/397/519/637/639. 

Voyager; 221115. EMU; 350106/113/240/246/266. Pendolinos; 390014 

390047/049. Track Machine; 80203. 

Note; Many other Voyagers and Pendolinos were seen. However it was  not 
possible to identify them due to the high speed that they passed through 

the station.  

 

 

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS MAGAZINE: 

M.LEAR, R.KING, P.MERRY, A.TURNER, KP, L.SOLWAY, D.FORSE, R.GILES. J.DICKS 

 

Also thanks to the following whose information has been used in the 

organisation of trips to industrial and coaching stock locations: 

INDUSTRIAL RAILWAY SOCIETY, PETER HALL. 

 

Can all information for the magazine please be sent to Kevin Davies by the 

20th of the month, either at the address at the front of the magazine or by 

e-mail to: magazine@cardiffandavonside.org.uk 



 

  



 

 


