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CHRIS WEEKS 

At the Annual General Meeting in June 2011 Chris Weeks was unanimously 

elected to the committee of the Society. A big thank you to Chris for 

being prepared to get involved.  

Chris will initially fulfil the Assistant Secretary position with a 

particular focus on publicity, pending a review of roles within the 

committee.  

 

 

 

Front Cover Photo April 2011 Issue 470: 37516 leading 37503,D9009,56301 & 

D1062 back from Swanage at Filton Abbey Wood on 17/05/11 [Jim Hockley] 

 



 

JIM HOCKLEY 

 

 
It is with much regret that we must pass on the sad news that long-

standing Society member Jim Hockley has passed away very recently. 

 

Jim will be well-known to a great many people in the Society as he was a 

stalwart trip-goer and a regular attendee at Society social events and 

Annual Meetings.  

 

Even if you did not know Jim personally you will have known of him as he 

provided the opportunity for Society members to purchase Society-logo 

clothing and merchandise. He was also a regular contributor of magazine 

cover photographs and reports. Indeed, by coincidence, the photograph on 

the cover of this month’s magazine is one of Jim’s, and it is perhaps 

fitting that this should be so given the sad announcement contained within 

the magazine itself. 

 

At the time of writing, the circumstances of Jim’s death are not clear. 

What is known is that Jim was found at home on the weekend of 23rd – 24th 

July after concerns were raised that he was not responding to phone calls. 

 

Further information will be provided in a future magazine if appropriate.  

 

 

As yet, no funeral arrangements have been made. John Dicks is liaising 

with Jim’s other friends and family on behalf of Jim’s many friends within 

the Society. 

 

We will be sending a floral tribute for Jim on behalf of the Society once 

details are known. 

 

For those members who wish to be informed of the funeral arrangements once 

known and who have contact details for John Dicks then please contact John 

direct for the most up-to-date information. 

 

Otherwise, please contact Roy Morris or Simon Chainey (contact details are 

inside this magazine) and we will pass on what we know. 

 

Jim will be sorely missed 

 

 



 

FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Please note that the planned weekend trip to Cumbria in September has been 

postponed and replaced by a day trip to Derbyshire. 

 

 

Trip 455                   Beeches Light Railway      Sunday 14/08/11 

 

Itinerary 

Blenheim Palace Railway, Woodstock. Cotswold Wildlife Park, Burford. 

Beeches Light Railway -- By Special Invite to the Society. 

 

Book by date – ASAP There is an additional entrance fee of £25.00 this is 

admission to the Railway, which includes unlimited train rides & a Hog 

Roast/Barbeque style buffet (which is apparently extremely good).  

Fares – £38.00, Trip Members = £40.00 

Timings (from Bristol area) – Depart 07:00 Return 22:00 

 

 

 

Trip 456                      Derbyshire                    Sat 17/09/11 

 

Itinerary 

J.Tweedy, Endon; Churnet Valley Railway, Cheddleton & Oakamoor ; Lafarge 

Cement, Hope ; Wyvernrail Plc, Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, Wirksworth ; 

National Stone Centre, Wirksworth ; Steeple Grange Light Railway, 

Wirksworth;, Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath ; Gullivers 

Kingdom, Matlock Bath; Derbyshire Dales Narrow Gauge Railway, Rowsley 

South; Peak Rail, Rowsley South & Darley Dale. 

 

Book by date – 27/08/11  

Fares – £40.00, Trip Members = £42.00 

Timings (from Bristol area) – Depart 06:30 Return 22:00 

 

 

Trip 457                     Hampshire                  Sunday 02/10/11 

 

Itinerary 

J.Hirst & Sons, St Mary Bourne, Near Andover. A.W.Biggs & Son, Hurstbourne 

Priors, Near Whitchurch. Twyford Waterworks Trust, Twydford -- For the 

Autumn Rally and last working steam day of the year. Marwell Zoological 

Park Railway, Colden Common, Near Winchester. Durley Light Railway, 

Bishops Waltham. Hampshire Buildings Preservation Trust Ltd, Lower 

Swanwick. Paultons Railway, Ower, Near Romsey. Polimeri Europa UK Ltd, 

Hythe. White Horse Ferries, Hythe Pier Railway. Mr.Fares, Bucklers Hard, 

Beaulieu. Mr.Samson, Mock Beggar, Near Fordingbridge. Alaska Environmental 

Contracting Ltd, Eaststoke, Near Wareham. 

 

Book by date – 17/09/11 

Fares – £35.00, Trip Members = £37.00 

Timings (from Bristol area) – Depart 07:00 Return 22:00 

 



 

 

Trip 458                 Home Counties Plant         Saturday 12/11/11 

 

Itinerary 

A day spent visiting various road/rail & plant locations in and around the 

Home Counties area. 

Book by date – 29/10/11 

Fares – £45.00, Trip Members = £47.00 

Timings (from Bristol area) – Depart 06:30 Return 22:00 

 

 

 

Trip 459                     London Flyer      Saturday 17/12/11 

 

Itinerary 

Approx 11 hours to do as you wish in the Capital. 

Book by date – 03/12/11 

Fares – £30.00, Trip Members = £32.00 

Timings (from Bristol area) – Depart 06:30 Return 22:00 

 

 

IMPORTANT – BOOKINGS  

 
Trip bookings will now only be accepted on a Trip Booking Form. 

Completed Trip Booking Forms should be returned to the Bookings Secretary 

prior to the Book-By Date.  

To secure participation on a trip it is the responsibility of the 

individual to ensure that their completed Trip Booking Form is submitted 

in advance of the Book-By Date. Booking requests received on a Trip 

Booking Form after the Book-By Date will be filled on a first come first 

served basis regardless of whether they are a member or non-member. 

Please also note that any “provisional” booking which has not been 

confirmed by a Trip Booking Form will not secure participation on the trip 

and will not be chased by the Bookings Secretary after the Book-By Date 

has passed. 

Forms should be submitted either on a trip, or by post Roy Morris, or by 

downloading from the Society web site cardiffandavonside.org.uk and e-

mailing the completed form to: bookings@cardiffandavonside.org.uk 

 

GENERAL TRIP INFORMATION 

 
1. Although trip timings and costs advertised are based on Bristol area 

departures, fuel/train fare to an advertised departure point from 

Cardiff and Newport will be paid by the Society upon agreement with the 

Events Organiser. If you live outside the areas served by these points 

but on route for a trip please contact Roy Morris to arrange a pick up 

point that is mutually convenient. 

2. The fare structure is as follows: 
   ADULT - FULL FARE.  CHILD - QUARTER FARE.  TRIP MEMBER – AS ABOVE + £2. 

A child is a person who has not yet reached their seventeenth birthday 

and is still in full time education. People who are not Society members 

or family members will have their fares increased by the trip-member 

mailto:bookings@cardiffandavonside.org.uk


 

rate (£2 per day).  

3. The discounts highlighted above for family members refer to travel costs 
only. Accommodation and Permits will be charged at cost price.  

4. Members who wish to go on a trip must contact Roy Morris prior to the 
book by date to confirm that they still intend to go on the trip. 

5. Where a trip is organised with an itinerary to a specific area, it may 
sometimes be possible to drop off a member en route. This is known as 

the Trip Flyer option. Availability and exact duration of stay will be 

at the discretion of the Events Organiser. The fare for this option will 

be negotiable, depending on the drop off point and seat availability.  

6. For members living outside the normal pick up/drop off areas it may be 
possible to be picked up en route. This is known as the Trip Hiker 

option. Fares and availability are at the discretion of the Events 

Organiser. 

7. The Society mobile 07510 224197 will be switched on throughout the 
duration of society trips. Please do not use it outside these times for 

time critical communications as voice mails and texts may not be picked 

up immediately. 
8. Participants who confirm their booking on a Trip Booking Form prior to 

the “book by” date will have priority regardless of whether they are a 

member or non-member. Booking requests received on a Trip Booking Form 

after the “book by” date will be filled on a first come first served 

basis regardless of whether they are a member or non-member. 

 

NOTES AND NEWS 
Avonmouth 

03/02 FLHH powered a 6Z39 Avonmouth (Bennett’s) - Milton (Didcot) loaded 

stone. The train recesses at Milton prior to onward delivery to Crawley. 

66114 was also recorded on the 4D98 13:59 Avonmouth BBHt - Barton Hill HTA 

wagon trip passing Hallen Marsh at 12:51 (74 early). 

04/02 70011 was on 6M07 20:45 Avonmouth - Rugeley P.S. loaded coal passing 

Brentry at 20:56. 66526 later departing on a 6M?? 23:25 to Rugeley. 

07/02 66043 arrived on 6C63 stone empties from Westbury later forming a 

loaded return service to Dagenham. 

09/02 70011 worked a 6M67 02:22 loaded coal departure to Rugeley P.S.. 

14/02 The week started with DBS using West Wharf (Bennett’s) for its 

Didcot coal service. 

15/02 70010 worked the 6M07 03:20 loaded coal departure to Rugeley P.S.. 

22/02 66107 passed Filton Abbeywood at 13:15 on a 5 wagon repaired HTA 

trip from Barton Hill - Avonmouth. 

26/02 66133 was an evening arrival on 4Z65 13:39 Ratcliffe - Avonmouth 

train of coal empties. 

28/02 66070 arrived on a 6C63 empty stone service from Westbury being 

loaded here instead of at Machen. The return 6A83 13:30 to West Drayton 

A.R.C. was later reported passing Stapleton Road at 14:44. Also, 66531 was 

later reported as a second empty stone train arrival during the day as a 

6V87 working formed of MJAs. 

Locos recorded on coal duty during the month have included: 

66007/014/061/063/114/115/130. 66132/133/197. 66526/530. 70010/011. 

 

Bristol Parkway, Pilning and Westerleigh 

02/02 70011 arrived at 13:40 at Stoke Gifford on 4V06 coal empties from 



 

Rugeley P.S.. 

03/02 Four locos seen this evening, 70011 leaving the yard for Avonmouth 

with MGR empties, 66550 and 66597 remained in the yard at the head of 

rakes of empties and finally 66098 worked the Newport ADJ – Didcot 

freight. XC power cars this evening were 43366/378. 

04/02 Making a Class debut appearance on the 4V51/4O51 Millbrook - 

Wentlooge and return containers 70003 passed Parkway at 07:20 and on the 

return at 10:50. The working was for the benefit of intermodal driver 

training and further appearance for this loco on this train took place 

throughout the month. 66112 departed Parkway at 08:58 (95 early) with a 

6W65 04:30 Evesham - Westbury return departmental working formed of JNA 

wagons. The train was later reported through Bath at at 09:25 (92 early).  

An evening return empty coal service was worked by 66550 as 4V57 15:25 

Rugeley P.S.- Stoke Gifford sidings. Details of two specials operated by 

DBS for the Wales v England Six Nations Rugby international at the 

Millennium Stadium were as follows: 67026 + 67021 - 1Z96 14:35 Paddington 

- Cardiff Central (and return 1Z97 23:01 Cardiff Central - Paddington; due 

Parkway 23:51) with c/stock: 5769, 5792, 6042, 5985, 1699, 5998, 5964, 

5929, 9527 reported through Parkway at 16:31 (1 late) and Royal duo 67005 

+ 67006 - 1Z69 15:33 Paddington - Cardiff Central Northern Belle (and 

return 1Z70 22:19 Cardiff Central - Paddington; due Parkway 23:07) with 

c/stock: Glamis (3174), Alnwick (3273), 1566, Belvoir (3267), Harlech 

(3275), 1953, 325, Chatsworth (3247), 17167, 10588 reported through 

Parkway at 17:13 (3 early). England won the game 26 - 19, this becoming 

their first match win in Wales for 8 years!    

05/02 Two Saturday light-engine ‘convoy’ records were: 0Y69 06:00 Margam - 

Eastleigh formed 66001 + 66156 + 66076 + 66089 + 66175 and reported 

through Newport at 08:19 and Patchway at 08:54 and 0Y12 17:01 Stoke 

Gifford - Westbury yard formed 66621 + 66539 + 66554. 

06/02 There were no First/GW Sunday HST services calling at Parkway during 

the month due to engineering work in the Severn Tunnel. Diverted Cardiff 

Central - Portsmouth Harbour services ran to/from Parkway (in place of the 

Welsh capital), former Silverlink livered 150130 being unusually reported 

on the 14:51 departure to Portsmouth on this date. In place of the normal 

Class 158/9 unit. On the freight side: Colas 66845 was in charge of the 

6O55 13:10 (Sun) Llanwern Exchange sidings - Dollands Moor export steel 

which was diverted via Gloucester (booked 14:10). However, the working was 

reported as a late runner, not being routed via the Stroud Valley and 

Kemble as has happened in the past and being reported as passing 

Westerleigh junction at 15:12 (44 late) and Bath at 15:27 (64 late).  

07/02 Two afternoon empty coal arrivals at Stoke Gifford were as follows: 

70011 (4V58) off the morning 6M65 departure from Portbury - Fiddler’s 

Ferry and 70002 on 4V22 11:46 Crewe - Stoke Gifford (due 15:15). Just a 

solitary MGR seen this evening, 66550 arriving with empties from the 

Severn Tunnel direction. Three other freights were seen, 66043 working 

eastbound “Hanson” stone hoppers, 66098 again with Newport ADJ – Didcot 

service. Finally a mega train, top ‘n’ tailed by 66621 and 66616 a full or 

double auto ballaster set up. 

10/02 An unidentified coal train failure at Patchway saw 150281 + 153318 

terminated in platform 4 at Parkway on the First/GW 2U14 11:02 Taunton - 

Cardiff Central service at 12:42. The units returned to Temple Meads at 

13:15, whilst 158950 arrived at Parkway at 13:17 on the diverted 1F14 

10:23 Portsmouth Harbour - Cardiff Central service. No freightliner 



 

activity or locos this evening, no XC HST working either. The NR HST 

turned up using power cars 43014/062 as did 66098 with the Didcot freight. 

An indication that workings were adrift occurred earlier when a service 

for Cardiff Central arrived formed of 158767 + 150130 and gave the 

impression after a reasonable stop of proceeding via Gloucester. A second 

service arrived later formed of 150265, departing ECS towards Cardiff with 

2 catering trolleys on board, the former pair of units re-appeared 10 mins 

later and also proceeded ECS towards Cardiff. 

12/02 Stoke Gifford sidings contained the following at 17:00: 66510, 

66593, 66597. 70010. 66092 work a 6Z35 12:52 Moreton-on-Lugg - Acton 

loaded stone service 

13/02 66554 + 66550 passed Parkway at 08:54 (101 early) on a 6Y13 10:00 

Gloucester yard - Westbury departmental. 70010 was stabled in Stoke 

Gifford sidings during the day and over the following day. 

This was to be the final Sunday Severn Tunnel closure date for this series 

of engineering works. 

15/02 66550 worked the morning 6O56 Cardiff Pengam - Angerstein Wharf 

loaded stone. 

14/02 Freightliner locos seen this evening were 70010 stabled in the yard, 

66554 moving around light engine and 66561 arriving with MGR empties. 

66098 put in its fourth appearance with the Didcot freight and XC HST 

power cars seen were 43285/384. 

17/02 Locos seen tonight, were 70006 stabled in the yard and 66121 with 

the Didcot freight. XC HST power cars were 43301/304. 

18/02 Plain, unbranded blue 142068 passed Parkway at 15:00 (51 early) as a 

5Z43 09:14 Newton Heath - Exeter St. Davids empty unit move and over at 

Patchway, 66204 + DBS livered 59206 passed as 0C41 Newport ADJ - Westbury 

light-engines at 16:50. 70006 was later reported as a Stoke Gifford 

arrival on 4V47 coal empties from Rugeley P.S. 

19/02 Colas 66845 returned from Llanwern as 0Z66 light-engine to Woking 

having earlier brought in a steel working from Dollands Moor. During the 

day Stoke Gifford sidings held: 66550. 70006. 

21/02 Afternoon FLHH activity saw 70006 arrive with 4V58 coal empties from 

Rugeley P.S. and 66512 on 6V60 stone empties off Angerstein Wharf. 66547 

noted stabled at the head of an empty MGR in the yard and arriving with 

empties, having travelled down using the North & West were 70006 and 

66550. Newport ADJ – Didcot freight was worked by 66125 and XC power cars 

seen were 43301/304. 

24/02 Blue livered 66623 arrived at Parkway from Chipping Sodbury at 13:15 

having run-round empty coal wagons (off a 6F65 Portbury - Uskmouth 

service) here. A few minutes later at 13:20, track machine DR75406 failed 

in the area on the up line, the following First/GW 1L60 12:55 Cardiff 

Central - Paddington service having to return to Parkway and run diverted 

via Bath and Box whilst the 1S47 11:25 Plymouth - Dundee Arriva XC Voyager 

service and the 2E22 First/GW 13:19 Bath - Gloucester services were both 

diverted via the Severn Tunnel and a reversal at Newport. Also during the 

afternoon, 66512 arrived in Stoke Gifford sidings on 6C29 stone empties 

from Theale and later over at Filton Abbeywood GBRf 66705 was noted 

passing at 23:12 heading towards Dr. Day’s junction with scrap metal 

empties from Cardiff Tidal and 70002 was then recorded at 23:16 on Stoke 

Gifford - Portbury coal empties to form the 6M65 04:55 departure to 

Fiddler’s Ferry P.S. (returning as 4V47 empties to Stoke Gifford during 

the following afternoon). 



 

25/02 Colas Class 47 activity saw 47749 pass Parkway at 07:51 on a 4Z47 

04:50 Rugby - Eastleigh (via Bath and Westbury) single Tiphook wagon move 

(returning as 0Z47 12:25 Eastleigh - Rugby light) and 47727 running as 

0Z47 09:00 Washwood Heath - Chipping Sodbury light-engine to rescue the 

previous day’s failed track machine DR75406. The latter working was in the 

end cancelled, as the Class 47 failed between Berkeley Road junction and 

Charfield at 12:53 (83 late) with low oil pressure due to a faulty fuel 

pump and was moved to Charfield loop by the Lindsey tank loco 60015, which 

ran light from Westerleigh to assist! A Colas rescue, ‘rescue’ loco 66841 

departed as 0Z66 14:25 from Washwood Heath to collect the Class 47, the 

pair being recorded as passing Westerleigh junction at 17:42 heading 

towards Parkway for a loco run-round (booked 17:48 - 17:55) and returning 

through the same location at 18:15 and later passing Cheltenham at 19:00.       

26/02 More Colas loco activity saw 66844 return 0Z78 light-engine to 

Wembley through Parkway at 10:14 and a conclusion to the Chipping Sodbury 

track machine failure saga, with 66841 which arrived at Parkway at 10:40 

light-engine and departed at 11:06, arriving at 12:12 to haul DR75406 as 

7Z02 12:13 Chipping Sodbury - Rugby via Swindon. Other reports for the day 

were: DRS ‘hire’ 66422 which arrived light from Bristol West ‘Railport’ at 

07:59 for stabling, Blue livered 66623 on 6V60 Angerstein Wharf - Stoke 

Gifford stone empties during the afternoon and 66585 on 6Y12 18:28 

Westbury - Llanwern junction (loop) engineers.  

27/02 Stoke Gifford sidings at 12:10 held the following locos: 66422, 

66512, 66550, 66623. 

28/02 First freight was seen after 20:00 this evening and was 66124 

working Newport ADJ – Didcot service followed shortly afterwards by 66550 

with empty MGR destined for the yard. XC power cars were 43301/304 again. 

 

Bristol Temple Meads, Barton Hill and Kingsland Road 

01/02 66250 worked an additional 6V69 16:58 Bescot - St. Blazey freight 

formed of 21 JIAs (china clay) and 1 IWA wagon (cargowagon). 

02/02 A Barton Hill - Eastleigh stock move saw the removal of all the 

former Anglian livered coaches from the Bristol depot. The stock had been 

used by First/GW with DBS Class 67s ‘on hire’ up until November last year. 

03/02 DRS 37601 + 37038 working the 6V74 Crewe Coal sidings - Bridgwater 

nuclear flasks were unusually routed via the Weston-super-Mare loop 

passing the station at 06:52. Later, a FLHH 11:20 Oxford Hinksey yard - 

Newton Abbot yard departmental with 66554 was reported through Bath at 

12:41 (59 early) and Stapleton Road at 13:09 (50 early). Following a loco 

run-round at Stoke Gifford the working was later noted passing Highbridge 

at 14:20. The same loco and train returned as 6Z28 10:04 Newton Abbot 

Hackney yard - Oxford Hinksey yard via Westbury the following day. 

04/02 A HOBC wagon turning move was in the hands of 66544 running as 6Z86 

14:28 Taunton Fairwater - Taunton Fairwater, the latter being recorded as 

passing Yatton at 15:47 (14 early) leaving out a booked loop stop here. An 

earlier 6Z85 09:49 Taunton Fairwater-Taunton Fairwater move was cancelled. 

07/02 Colas Class 47 duo 47739 + 47749 worked a 6Z76 13:05 Newton Abbot - 

Plymouth Tavistock yard departmental, prior to returning 0Z47 15:43 

Tavistock yard - Temple Meads (via Laira depot for fuel) light-engine.  

08/02 The Colas 47s continued as 0Z47 09:36 Temple Meads - Washwood Heath 

(reported Westerleigh junction at 10:14). Meanwhile the third Colas Class 

47 fleet member 47727 ran 0Z47 06:53 Washwood Heath - Long Marston to work 

a 5Z47 13:00 Long Marston - Eastleigh stock move via Day’s curve formed of 



 

former GW motorail vans 96606, 96602, 96609, 96608, 96605, 96607, 96605, 

96604, 96603. This interesting working was reported through Abbotswood 

junction at 14:42 (4 early), Ashchurch 14:55, Cheltenham 15:17, 

Westerleigh junction 15:44 (3 early) and Keynsham 16:10. The loco later 

returned as 0Z47 19:00 Eastleigh - Temple Meads, going forward as 0Z47 

09:36 light-engine to Washwood Heath during the following day. 

09/02 Baby food company Nutricia (part of the Danone Group) chartered a 

DBS operated 1Z58 11:10 Trowbridge - Bodmin Parkway train with loco 67030 

hauling a full rake of mainly MkI carmine and cream livered coaches. The 

train, which had worked to the starting point as 5Z58 08:46 Eastleigh - 

Trowbridge ECS was reported as departing Temple Meads at 11:57 (1 late) 

10/02 Arriva XC HSTs in service with power cars and intermediate coaching 

sets were as follows: 43285 XC04 43303 - 1S51 12:23 Plymouth - Glasgow 

Central and 43366 XC0143301 - 1V50 06:08 Edinburgh Waverley - Plymouth / 

1E63 15:23 Plymouth - Leeds. The 1V54 06:32 Dundee - Plymouth service 

(with 43357 XC03 43304) was terminated at Newcastle running 114 minutes 

late, with problems on 43304.  

11/02 The Nutricia Baby Foods private charter returned as 1Z59 12:44 

Bodmin - Trowbridge again with 67030 and the same stock, being reported 

through Highbridge at 15:53 and booked in Temple Meads from 16:25 - 16:35. 

The loco and stock had stabled at St. Blazey depot during the Cornish 

visit. Another report for the day was 66544 on a 6Z86 HOBC wagon turning 

move which arrived in Temple Meads at 15:47 and booked off at 16:33. The 

return via Westbury was recorded back in Taunton at 18:15. 

12/02 Arriva Train’s XC HST diagrams for the day were in the hands of the 

following power cars and intermediate coaching stock sets: 43321 + 43357 - 

1V54 07:00 Glasgow Central - Plymouth / 1E73 17:23 Plymouth - Leeds: 43303 

+ 43285 - 1V44 06:00 Leeds - Plymouth / 1S51 12:23 Plymouth - Glasgow 

Central: 43366 + 43378 - 1V58 09:00 Glasgow Central - Penzance / 2C80 

21:32 Penzance - Plymouth. 

13/02 Over running PW at Hawkridge junction (near Westbury) saw at least 

one service diverted via Taunton (reverse), Bridgwater to Bristol. This 

was 158954 on what was believed to have been 1F12 09:08 Portsmouth Harbour 

- Cardiff Central. Two returning Sunday engineering train reports were: 

66610 + 66621 top n’tailing 6Y11 high output ballast cleaner to Taunton 

Fairwater passing Parson’s Street at 08:54 (72 early) and 66544 + 66616 

top n’tailing 6Y33 track replacement train as 10:30 Ashchurch & Tweksbury 

- Taunton Fairwater, departing at 08:50 and passing Parson’s Street at 

13:06 (73 early) and Yatton at 13:19.  

14/02 First/GW sleeper services were confirmed as routed via Bristol TM, 

57603 on the 1A40 Penzance-Paddington (running around 70 minutes late due 

to brake problems early into the journey) then via Bath and 57602 on the 

1C99 Paddington - Penzance (due Temple Meads 01:55 - 02:55) also via Bath. 

66076 later passed Yatton at 04:15 with 6C49 02:09 Cardiff Tidal sidings - 

Exeter (Alphington Road) scrap metal empties and 66554 was on a 6Z28 10:04 

Newton Abbot Hackney yard - Oxford Hinksey yard YEA rail wagon train, via 

Temple Meads and Bath being noted passing near the latter at 14:45. 

15/02 First/GW sleeper services were confirmed as again routed via 

Bristol, 57603 on the 1A40 Penzance - Paddington and 57602 with the 1C99 

Paddington - Penzance both via Bristol Parkway. Arriva/Wales First/GW unit 

150282 was on the regular ‘hire’ diagram, 2M20 06:16 Swindon - 

Southampton, 2M97 08:23 Southampton - Great Malvern, 2O93 12:51 Great 

Malvern - Weymouth and 2V93 17:30 Weymouth - Bristol TM . 



 

17/02 Both First/GW sleeper services were yet again confirmed as running 

via Bristol TM with 57603 (1A40) and 57603 (1C99). Later, an ex.works 

repaint 150123 was noted on the 2C69 09:00 Cardiff Central - Plymouth 

First/GW service. Following the failure of the Arriva XC 1M83 18:25 

Plymouth - Birmingham NS, Voyager service at Bridgwater several diversions 

took place via Westbury including the 1M80 20:12 Paignton - Birmingham NS 

Arriva XC Voyager service (reported passing Somerton at 21:41) and the 

First/GW 1A35 17:39 Penzance - Paddington HST (booked via Bristol). The 

1V64 13:07 Edinburgh Waverley - Plymouth Voyager was terminated at Temple 

Meads and with the passengers de-trained, proceeded to Bridgwater as a 

rescue unit. 

18/02 66616 was in charge of two Taunton Fairwater - Taunton Fairwater 

HOBC wagon turning moves:     departing at 09:49 (6Z85) due Temple Meads 

from 10:48 - 11:12 and at 14:28 (6Z86) recorded passing Parson’s Street at 

16:02 (15 early) and booked Temple Meads from 16:23 - 16:33.  

20/02 Track work in the Tiverton area saw First/GW HST diversions via 

Honiton and Yeovil during the day. Arriva XC services were terminating and 

restarting at Taunton with road coach connections between here and 

Tiverton. GBRf 66726 was in charge of a 6Z33 Cardiff - Beeston train of 

scrap empties via Day’s junction Bath (reported at 22:03) and Swindon 

(booked 22:31). Busy morning for “Civils” activity, first off was 66617 

with a stone train at 08:55, followed by two top ‘n’ tail workings only 

the tail identified, 66616 with stone blower etc at 09:35 and at 11:20 

66561 with NR ballast wagons, all services headed southbound.  

21/02 The First/GW sleeper services were both diverted via Yeovil Pen Mill 

and Junction stations due to track work. 57603 on the 1A40 21:15 (Sun) 

Penzance - Paddington passed Yeovil junction at 02:40 non-stop, whilst 

57602 was on the 1C99 23:50 (Sun) Paddington - Penzance. First/GW 153368 

ran 5Z52 02:35 St. Phillips Marsh - Doncaster for repair and later DRS 

47712 + 57009 working a 6Z50 08:00 Crewe - Keyham submarine reactor move 

formed with KYAs 95770 + 95771 with escort support coaches 9428 + 9419 

were recorded as passing Cheltenham at 11:20 (12 early), Yate 12:13 (15 

early), Westerleigh junction 12:17 (17 early), Filton Abbeywood 12:29 (14 

early), Temple Meads 12:46 (6 early), Uphill junction 13:22 (5 late) and 

Taunton 13:54 (7 early). Major delays followed later in the day with the 

failure of 60010 running 0A53 13:15 Westbury - Newport ADJ light-engine 

(having arrived in the Westbury area from Acton during the previous day) 

at signal UF3 near Stapleton Road station. A number of passenger services 

were affected most notably the 1V94 09:00 Brighton - Cardiff Central 

(158951) which had departed Temple Meads at 12:47 and was to return to the 

same station at 14:34 following a reverse! The 2D12 12:10 Weston-super-

Mare - Parkway and 1F14 10:23 Portsmouth Harbour - Cardiff Central were 

also earlier reported as in a queue out of Temple Meads behind this train! 

The 1M45 13:00 Temple Meads - Manchester, 1S47 11:25 Plymouth - Dundee and 

1M49 09:40 Penzance - Manchester, Arriva XC services were all held in the 

Temple Meads area along with the First/GW 2E22 13:19 Bath - Gloucester. 

First/GW caped both the 2D14 13:10 Weston-super-Mare - Parkway and 1F16 

11:23 Portsmouth Harbour - Cardiff Central workings on arrival in Temple 

Meads and the 1M45 Voyager was eventually sent forward via Bath, Swindon 

(reverse) and the Stroud Valley to the north. Rescue loco 60096 ran light 

from tank duty at Westerleigh to the scene, the Class 60 pair then 

continuing as 0A53 being recorded passing Severn Tunnel junction at 15:04 

(119 late). The line was eventually fully re-opened at 16:00. 



 

22/02 47712 + 57009 worked a return 5Z50 09:52 Plymouth - Crewe escort 

coach move (no flask wagons were included in the train as expected) being 

booked in Temple Meads from 12:50 - 13:01 but was recorded passing 

Parson’s Street at 12:42 - 1 late. Later, 66616 + 66561 top n’tailed a 

northbound 6Y33 track replacement train move through Temple Meads at 

21:15, whilst DBS livered 59206 was present on Barton Hill depot.  

24/02 The First/GW 1A40 Penzance - Paddington sleeper service with 57604 

was confirmed as routed via Bristol TM and Bath, but the balencing 1C99 

with 57602 ran via the B & H and Westbury. Steam loco 6024 King Edward I 

was noted on Barton Hill depot at 17:30 and later 66616 + 66612 passed 

Temple Meads at 20:01 on a northbound HOBC working (6Y11). Earlier and 

further west, the 1V44 06:00 Leeds - Plymouth Arriva/XC HST was terminated 

at Newton Abbot at 11:10 following the failure of 43304. Passengers were 

de-trained, but the set was believed to have been able to later return 

north as booked on the 1S51 12:23 Plymouth - Glasgow Central with 43303 

now leading. 

25/02 Problems on Filton bank at Lochleaze due to a trackside fire at 

11:45 saw the line closed, then reopened with trains allowed to pass at a 

reduced speed, as a number gas cylinders were in the vicinity. A safety 

cordon was also placed around the area. 

26/02 Some engineering train reports for the day included: 66616 on 6Z87 

09:45 Taunton Fairwater - Taunton Fairwater HOBC wagon turning move, noted 

passing Flax Bourton at 10:37 and routed via Bristol, Bath and Westbury; 

66561 + 66510 top n’tailing 6Y33 20:04 Taunton Fairwater - Spetchley loop 

TRT; 59004 with a 6W21 21:25 Westbury - Filton West junction and 66149 on 

6W11 22:50 Westbury - Pilning (due 23:40).  

27/02 Two Sunday engineering train reports were: 59004 on 6W41 Westbury - 

Bridgwater autoballasters noted passing Nailsea at 07:37 and arriving at 

it’s destination 3 hours early at 08:04! and 66617 with 6Y27 (Sat) 20:19 

Eastleigh - Eastleigh (via Bridgwater, booked 00:01) formed of slinger 

wagons. The return for this working was routed via a loco run-round at 

both Taunton Fairwater (noted here at 23:34) and Westbury. With the 

mainline closed west of Taunton the day’s two Arriva XC HST services 

operated as follows: 1V44 06:00 Leeds - Taunton (10:16) / 1S39 10:51 

Taunton - Aberdeen and 1V60 08:20 Aberdeen - Taunton (18:16) / 1E73 18:54 

Taunton - Aberdeen (23:24). 

28/02 Freightliner Intermodal ‘DRS hire’ 66422 was noted at Bristol West 

(Railport) with the 4L32 10:00 departure to Tilbury. Other records for the 

day were: 31285 working 3Z08 17:54 Derby RTC - Exeter (Riverside) test 

train (reported through Standish junction at 21:13 - 8 late and Yatton at 

22:31) and 66610 + 66561 top n’tailing a 6Z76 Newton Abbot Hackney yard 

bound rail disposal train passing Highbridge earlier in the day at 14:15. 

Correction: Several entries in last Month’s Magazine incorrectly stated 

the departmental consists of 6Y11 and 6Y33 from/to Taunton Fairwater, as 

the wrong way round! To clarify - 6Y11 is (normally) the High Output 

Ballast Cleaner (HOBC) and 6Y33 the Track Replacement Train (TRT).  

 

Cardiff 

15/02 73209 was noted in the Cardiff Tidal yard area shunting for CELSA 

steel works. 08934 was also seen in use nearby with 08202 also present. 

 

Gloucester 

01/02 20301 + 20302 ran 0Z21 Small Heath - Gloucester (noted passing 



 

Ashchurch at 13:14) route learning light-engines (also see last months 

Magazine Gloucester notes) for GBRf. Arriva drivers announced a strike 

over pay and conditions to take place at the end of the month.  

02/02 20301 + 20305 top n’tailed the two KPA bogie barrier tank wagons 

(which had arrived in Gloucester with the locos at the end of January) at 

10:15 for Derby. Having also left Gloucester sometime earlier, 20302 with 

an unconfirmed 20304 ran as a 0Z20 Crewe - Southampton move via Oxford 

(booked here at 15:21). 

03/02 20308 arrived as a 12:23 Crewe - Gloucester light-engine move as a 

replacement loco for the failed 20304. 

09/02 10 china clay JIA wagons, stored at Gloucester since 2008 were moved 

as a Colas 6Z86 12:08 Gloucester New yard - Kingsbury working with 47727, 

being reported through Lansdown (Cheltenham) at 12:12, the wagons were en 

route for scrapping. The Class 47 had arrived in the area as a 0Z66 09:42 

Bristol T M - Gloucester light-engine, being reported through Bristol 

Parkway at 09:55. 

11/02 DRS 66416 was on 6Z90 Stockton - Cardiff Tidal scrap metal train. 

12/02 A 0Z98 09:00 Margam - Bescot light-engine move formed: 66158 + 66142 

+ 66106 + 66093 + 66074 was timed passing Margam junction at 09:10 (1 

late), Severn Tunnel junction 10:59 (3 late) and Gloucester Horton Road at 

11:38 (2 early). 

14/02 GBRf 66726 suffered wagon problems on the 6Z30 15:30 Handsworth - 

Cardiff Tidal loaded scrap. The wagons were detached at Rowley Regis, 

completing their journey during the following day. 

15/02 DBS livered 59206 passed Gloucester at 16:10 running some 5 hours 

late on the 6B13 Robeston - Westerleigh fuel tank empties. 

16/02 GBRf 66726 worked through with 6Z60 scrap metal for Cardiff Tidal. 

17/02 DRS 66421 + 66423 working the return 6M56 CEGB Berkeley - Crewe Coal 

siding nuclear were delayed in the loading terminal until 14:00 due to the 

late arrival of a relief driver following a taxi breakdown ! This working 

has ‘as required’ paths on Tuesdays and Thursdays with Bridgwater using 

Wednesdays and Fridays to move nuclear flasks to Crewe Coal sidings for 

Sellafield. 

21/02 6Z97 Cardiff Tidal bound loaded scrap arrived in Gloucester at 20:00 

headed by 66729 + 66705. 66729 was detached, 66705 continuing onwards with 

the train solo at 20:16. Having stabled overnight 66729 was to work a 

15:30 Long Marston - Doncaster empty bogie box wagon move during the 

following day. 

25/02 DRS 66414 passed Cheltenham at 19:04 on 6Z90 loaded scrap metal to 

Cardiff Tidal sidings. 

 

Newport 

04/02 57314 + 57315 top n’tailed a 8 coach ‘Ruggex’ relief for the Wales v 

England 6 Nations match the return running as 1W41 22:10 Cardiff Central - 

Holyhead, but not routed via Wrexham. 

05/02 The Saturday only 6M60 Exeter(Riverside)-Bescot(downside) freight 

noted passing Newport station at 08:19 headed by 66250 with 66005 ’dit’. 

07/02 Vandalism and cable theft in the Maindee area saw up to 45 minute 

delays to services. Trains were noted using the ‘relief’ lines whilst the 

repairs were undertaken. 66151 with the 6B83 Machen stone empties was one 

of the freight services observed running on the ‘releif’ line towards 

Cardiff and is assumed to have had an additional loco run round at Pengam 

to later gain access to the Machen/Ebbw Vale branch via Ebbw junction. 



 

08/02 60074 worked the 6M96 Margam - Corby loaded steel. 57314 was on a 

5V31 18:00 Holyhead - Cardiff Central positioning ECS move. 

10/02 Flooding caused disruption on the mainline near Shrewsbury between 

Ruabon and Chirk. 

11/02 The NRMT HST set passed Newport at 08:14 heading for Swansea and 

earlier 67021 worked a 5Z55 ECS from Eastleigh to the same location. This 

train which ran for a Six Nations Wales v Scotland Rugby game (1Z55 - 

Edinburgh) later returned and was noted passing Maindee North at 09:58 (45 

late) top n’tailed with 67021 + 66093. There had been a problem and delays 

at Swansea, which had seen the stock turned via the Landore triangle. 

14/02 66144 passed Newport at 09:19 on a 6W03 05:00 Caerphilly - Westbury 

engineers (routed via Margam for a loco run-round) and later, 67021 

returned the previous day’s ‘Ruggex’ as 1Z56 Edinburgh - Swansea. 

28/02 The month ended with Arriva Train drivers holding a strike during 

the day over pay and conditions. Meanwhile, track and signalling work in 

the Newport area had continued throughout the month.  

 

Portbury Branchline 

Power station coal saw DBS operate both their 13:00 (6B86) and 15:00 

(6B69) departures for Aberthaw during the month as well as FLHH serving 

Rugeley, Fifoots and Fiddler’s Ferry with various services.  

Locos recorded on coal duty during the month have included: 

66007/014/031/089. 66544/550/561. 66597.  70002/006. 

 

Tytherington Quarry branchline 

07/02 66167 was noted dropping ballast from a 5 wagon autoballaster set on 

the quarry side of Latteridge crossing at 11:35. The working was 6W52 

06:43 Westbury - Tytherington Quarry and 14:30 return to Westbury. Outward 

stone is expected to be moved during the summer, being the first since 

from this location since October 2008. 

 

Weymouth 

07/02 66957 was reported as running round the Wool sand working at nearby 

Dorchester South at 17:05. 

Units seen during the month have included: 

142063/068. 

143603/611/612/617/618/619/620621. 

150121/123/128/129/130/131/229/230/232/238/239/243/247/253/257/261/263/265 

150266/267/280/281/282/283/285 

153318/368. 

158749/751/763/769/950/951/956. 

159104. 

220001/002/003/005/006/007/010/012/016/018/024/025/026/027/029/030/031/034 

221120/124/126/131/133/141 

Arriva XC power cars: 43285/301/303/304/321/357/366/378/384.  

SWT First/GW ‘hire’ units: 158882 (12/02). 

ATW Wales ‘hire’ units: 150229 (04/02), 150230 (11/02), 150281 (10/02), 

150282 (15/02), 150253 (16/02), 150267 (21/02).  

 
LOCAL PASSENGER WORKING ( ‘The WAG EXPRESS’ ) 

1V31 Holyhead - Cardiff Central / 1W91 16:15 Cardiff Central - Holyhead 

10/02 57315. 11/02 57315. 14-16/02 57315. 18/02 57315. 21/02 57315. 

23/02 57315. 25/02 57314. 



 

 

LOCAL FREIGHTLINER WORKINGS 

4V51*/4O51 Southampton (Millbrook) - Wentlooge loaded containers 

01/02 66587. 02/02 66572. 03/02 66541. 04/02 70003. 05/02 66538. 

07/02 66569. 08/02 70003. 09/02 66956. 10/02 66540. 11/02 66562. 

12/02 66538. 14/02 66571. 15/02 70003. 16/02 66570. 17/02 70003. 

18/02 66590. 19/02 66589. 21/02 66543. 22/02 66956. 23/02 66561. 

24/02 70003. 25/02 66956 + 66516 26/02 66592. 28/02 66540.  

Note: A headcode change has taken place on this service from 4V50 - 4V51. 

 

4V60 Calvert - Bristol Barrow Road binliner 

04/02 66539. 15/02 66554. 16/02 66550. 22/02 66512. 

 

6M55 07:00 Portbury - Rugeley P.S. loaded coal 

01/02 66554. 02/02 66554. 03/02 66526 04/02 66550. 05/02 66550.  

25/02 66512. 

 

6M61 08:26 Portbury - Rugeley P.S. loaded coal 

08/02 66597. 14/02 66529. 15/02 66561. 16/02 66544. 21/02 70002.  

23/06 70006. 28/02 70006.  

 

6M04 11:18 Avonmouth West Wharf - Rugeley P.S. /* Portbury - Rugeley P.S.  

14/02 66561. 15/02 70006. 17/02* 66544. 18/02* 66550. 

 

6Z50 / 6F65 04:55 Portbury - Uskmouth (Fifoots) P.S. loaded coal 

11/02 66597. 12/02 66597. 19/02 66554. 24/02 66623. 26/02 66512.  

28/02 66512.  

Note: The train was recoded to 6F65 from 6Z50 during the month. 

  

6Z51 / 6F90 10:50 Portbury - Uskmouth (Fifoots) P.S. loaded coal 

03/02 66550. 04/02 66526. 07/02 66550. 15-17/02 70006.  21/02  66550.  

Note: The train was recoded to 6F90 from 6Z51 during the month. 

 

6M65 04:55 Avonmouth West Wharf - Fiddler’s Ferry P.S. / * Portbury - 

Fiddler’s - Ferry loaded coal 

01/02 66526. 02/02 66550. 07/02* 70011. 08-11/02* 70002.  14/02*  66597.  

22/02* 70002. 24/02* 70002. 25/02* 70002. 

 

4V06 08:53 Rugeley P.S. - Stoke Gifford coal empties 

01-05/02 70011.  19/02 66547.  26/02* 66585. 

Note: * Reported as a Ratcliffe - Stoke Gifford working.  

 

6M36 Westbury ‘la farge’ - Hope (Earles sidings) cement empties (MFO) 

04/02 66518. 11/02 66545 14/02 66612. 18/02 66619. 

 

6A21 Pengam - Theale loaded stone 

05/02 66614. 17/02 66529. 23/02 66512. 

 

4V32/4L32 11:00 Bristol West (Railport) - Tilbury 04/02 66952. 07/02 

66955. 16/02 66587. 18/02 66564. 22/02 66541.  

23/02 66577. 25/02 66564. 28/02 66422. 

 

4L30 10:00 (MO) / 16:27 (ThO) Bristol West - Felixstowe / Ipswich 14/02 



 

66593. 21/02 66541. 24/02 66590. 

 

4V32 Felixstowe / Ipswich - Bristol West (Railport) (SO) containers 

19/02 66541. 

 

4V26 / 4O24 11:00 Bristol West (Railport) - Grain 09/02 66535. 11/02 

66535. 

LOCAL DBS WORKINGS 

6B13 Robeston - Westerleigh loaded fuel tanks 

01-05/02 60074.  07-12/02 59206. 14/02  59206. 15/02 59206. 16-19/02 

60096. 

21/02 60096. 22/02 60096. 24-26/02 59206. 28/02 59206.  

 

6E41 Westerleigh - Lindsey fuel tank empties 

03/02 60040. 04/02 60040. 07/02 60099. 08/02 60099. 16-18/02 60099. 

21/02 60015. 24/02 60015. 25/02 60015. 28/02 66151.  

 

6B49/6B50 Llanwern - Swindon stores yard loaded steel (TFO) 

01/02 66157. 04/02 66158. 08/02 66165. 11/02 66009. 15/02 66077. 

16/02 66148. 18/02 66076. 22/02 66070. 25/02 66070. 

 

6B33 Theale - Robeston fuel tank empties / Margam (SO) 

01/02 59201. 03/02 59201. 05/02 59202. 10/02 60074. 12/02 66143. 

15/02 60096. 17/02 59206. 19/02 66070. 22/02 66076. 24/02 66003. 

26/02 60096.  

 

6B83/6A83 Westbuy - Machen - West Drayton ARC empty / loaded return stone 

02/02* 59204. 03/02 59202. 04/02 66204. 07/02** 66151. 16/02 59202.  

23/02 66008. 

Note: * The train was reported as headcoded 7B53 inward on this date. * * 

66151 replaced a failed 59202 at Newport ADJ. 

 

6V62 Eastleigh - Plymouth (Tavistock yard) depot fuel (TO) 

01/02 66188. 08/02 66053. 15/02 66023. 22/02 66069. 

 

6X52 Portbury - Warrington/Mossend loaded and empty car carriers (TThO) 

01/02 66007. 03/02 66114. 04/02 66107. 08/02 66058. 10/02 66034.  

11/02 66154. 15/02 66101. 17/02 66086. 18/02 66188. 22/02 66107. 

24/02 66107. 

 

6B35 Hayes - Moreton-on-Lugg stone empties 

03/02 66034. 05/02 66122. 23/02 66169. 25/02 66116. 28/02 66116 

 

6B65 Westbury - Newport ADJ departmental 

03/02 66090. 08/02 66016. 22/02 66055. 25/02 66182. 

 

6B59 Exeter (Alphington Road) - Cardiff Tidal sidings loaded scrap 

08/02 66164. 14/02 66076. 16/02 66148. 18/02 66148. 23/02 66121. 

 

6C39 St. Blazey - Newport ADJ freight (ThO) 

03/02 66250. 17/02 66147. 24/02 66024. 

 

6C99 Newport ADJ - St. Blazey / * Burngullow freight (TO) 



 

08/02* 66039. 15/02 66147. 

 

6M60 Exeter (Riverside) - Bescot (downside) via Newport ADJ freight (SO) 

12/02 66039. 19/02 66082. 26/02 66024. 

 

LOCAL COLAS WORKINGS 

6O78 / 6O55 (SunO) Margam - Dolland’s Moor export steel (TThSunO) 

01/02 66844. 03/02 66845. 05/02 66845. 06/02 66845. 10/02 66844. 

15/02 66844. 17/02 66845. 22/02 66844. 24/02 66844. 

 

6V78 Dolland’s Moor - Margam export steel empties (TThSO) 

03/02 66845. 05/02 66845. 08/02 66844. 10/02 66844. 12/02 66845. 

15/02 66844. 19/02 66845. 22/02 66844. 26/02 66844. 

 

LOCAL DRS WORKINGS 

6V73 / 6M56 Crewe Coal siding - CEGB Berkeley nuclear flasks 

07/02 37601 + 37682. 17/02 66421 + 66423. 24/02 37059 + 37607. 

 

6V74 / 6M74 Crewe Coal siding - Bridgwater nuclear flasks 

03/02 37038 + 37601. 11/02 37510 + 37688. 16/02 66420 + 66425. 

18/02 66421 + 66423. 23/02 37510 + 37682. 25/02 37059 + 37607.  

 

STOCK ALTERATIONS  
Locomotives 

Transfers 

20311/314(DRS)-HNRL, 66178/189/196/227 –Poland, 66242 –France, 66609/611 -

Poland 

Stored 

CE: 67020. 90039.  92005/042.  CS: 37669. 57006.  DC:  08993. 

KM:  66411.  LD: 66544.  TO:  08578/922/994.  66002/019/071/245. 

ZG:  66579/580.  Longport:  66412. 

Traffic 

08401 –Tidal on hire to GBRf from Hunslet, 08405 –TO(DC), 

08752 –TO(Margam), 08888 –TO(Scunthorpe), 08907 –TO(Carlisle not Hoo) 

66301/303/304 –KM, 66581 -PG 

Disposals 

EMR:  37670/707/895 

TJThomson: 56054/067/071/083/107/109/120 

NRM:  09015  Cl56 Group:  56301 Private:  56302 

DRS:  37401/402/405/406/410/411/416/417/419/422/425/426/427 

West Coast:  37669 

Renumbered 

Eurotunnel: 9101 – 9711, 9107 – 9717, 9111 – 9721 

Re-Registered 

47703/714 –BH, 47768 –CS 

 

Diesel Multiple Units 

New Stock 

172101 -HQ 

 

Electric Multiple Units 

Transfers 

321411/415(NN)-IL 



 

442401-424(BI)-SL 

Stored 

508207/212 -Telford 

65960.  67301 -ZN 

Traffic 

379005/006/007 -IL 

321430 -IL 

New Stock 

379008/009/010 -HQ 

380008/112 -HQ 

 

Coaching & NPCC Stock 

Registered 

4990.  21100 -NY 

Stored 

LH:  40724. 

Disposals 

Keith & Dufftown:  6053   Fire Training College (W Yorks): 42324 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Summer HSTs - 2011 

The following Arriva/XC HST diagrams have been identified for this year’s 

Summer Saturdays: 

1V44 06:00 Leeds - Paignton / 1S51 12:34 Paignton - Glasgow Central. 

1V48 07:44 York - Penzance / 1E75 16:25 Penzance - Leeds. 

1V52 06:01 Glasgow Central - Paignton / 1E67 16:34 Paignton - Leeds. 

1V54 06:32 Dundee - Newquay / 2P86 19:55 Newquay - Plymouth.   

 

More Electrification 

Following on from last November’s announcement of a GWML electrification 

scheme from Paddington to Didcot, Oxford and Newbury, the Government have 

made a further £704 million available to extend the route miles onwards to 

Bristol and Cardiff ( via the Severn Tunnel). This is expected to reduce 

travelling times between Cardiff and the Capital by 17 minutes and from 

Bristol by 22 minutes. An extension to Swansea could again be a future 

possibility as well as the electrification of some of the branch lines in 

Cardiff area with additional funding from the Welsh Assembly Government.  

 

Bristol Area Station News 

Self service ticket machines were due to be installed at Clifton Down and 

Redland, on the Severn Beach line, during March although tickets for 

stations along the line from and to Temple Meads will only be available. 

The line, which has seen an 80% increase in passenger figures since 2007 

will see two extra permanent services from May 21st: the 06:53 from Temple 

Meads and the 07:43 from Severn Beach. These had previously only operated 

during the summer period in the past. Due to ongoing cost savings, Bristol 

City Council funding will be reduced from £400,000 - £200,000 a year, 

although the difference is expected to be spent on another transport 

project. At Yatton, the December 13th 2010 opened Strawberry Line Cafe set 

up inside the refurbished downside buildings (also see the February 

Magazine) is to extend its opening hours on weekends from 09:30 - 16:30 

from March 26th 2011. Landscaping work is also to take place in the garden 

area here. At nearby Nailsea & Backwell, a tidying up project has been 



 

carried out, shelters along with the footbridge have been recently 

repainted and bushes cut back within the car park area and station 

approach footpaths. New poster cases installed on platform 1 display 

artwork from local school children from West Leigh and Fairfield Infant 

Schools and from Backwell School students. New flower planters are planned 

to be added for the spring. The platform surfaces have also been repaired 

- much of the work being carried out under the Probation Service Community 

Payback scheme for young offenders and North Somerset Council waste 

contractors.  

 

Bristol Area Light-Rail Update 

Trams are again a possibility for the £48 million rapid transport route 

from the park & ride at Ashton Gate through to the city centre. However 

there have been over 180 objections to the scheme which could become a 

‘bendy bus’ route instead, including the Friend’s of the Avon New Cut 

group and the South West Transport Group. If Government approval is 

finally given, a public enquiry is likely. A rather bizarre suggestion for 

the use of double deck vehicles over the route has now been dropped as the 

former Ashton road/rail river bridge and the Vauxhall footbridge alongside 

Cumberland Road would have had to be modified at additional costs. 

 

GWR cheques for Sale 

A large collection of former GW memorabilia set for auction in March will 

include former cheques carried by Swindon Railway Work’s employee and 

individually numbered. These were needed so the workers could claim their 

weekly wage packet, being each mainly oval-shaped pieces of copper, some 

with a hole drilled through so the worker could attach them to their watch 

strap for safe keeping. However, there are several with very low 

identification numbers that have remained intact so they are believed to 

have been in use when the works at Swindon first opened in 1843. The 

collection was owned by the late Fred Stevens who ran the Collector’s 

Corner store in Swindon. 

 

Road Movement 

25/02 HST power car 43135, M5 junction 21 (Weston-super-Mare) at 06:55 and 

near Exeter at 09:00. Assumed a St. Phillips Marsh - Laira move. 

 

PRESERVATION & INDUSTRIAL MATTERS 
West Somerset Railway (04/01/11) 

Following on from last Month’s ‘40th Anniversary closure special’ report 

using 150234, the train’s detail’s have now been confirmed for the record 

as 2Z10 09:57 Exeter St. David’s - Minehead and 2Z11 15:00 Minehead - 

Exeter St. David’s return, being booked to reverse and pick up at Taunton 

each way en-route. 

 

Bristol Industrial Museum (01/02/11) 

The first static exhibit, a 1920 phone box was positioned inside the newly 

refurbished building now known as the ‘M Shed’. Plans are still in hand to 

re-open in mid-June, although 2 years behind schedule and £9 million over 

budget, part due to unexpected high costs of the disposal of waste 

materials from the site. The whole project which has cost £27 million to 

complete, will include a new loco workshop and viewing area. 

 



 

Avon Fire & Rescue Technical Centre, Nova Way, Avonmouth (08/02/11)      

(R.W.Giles) 

The Bance, Landrover 4 wheel road-railer support trailer was noted stored 

here at the rear of the site. 

 

TRACK MACHINES & DEPARTMENTALS 
04/02 Plymouth Station: DR73912. DR75406. 

21/02 Creech St. Michael (passing): DR77903 + DR73911 en route as 6U17 to 

Kingsland Road. 

26/02 Westbury Yard: DR73115. 

 

TRIP REPORT 
TRIP 446       Gloucestershire Warkwickshire Railway          16/10/10 

Bristol Parkway Yard (View)** 

66585/610/612. 

 

Bradshaw's, Tewkesbury (view). 

Trailers; 71 - (010047-7) Philmor 2312, 100 -(010495-8) Philmor 2191/02, 

101 - (010514-6) Philmor 2192/02, 109 - (010491-7) Philmor, 110 - (010510-

4) Philmor 2231/03. 

 

Gloucestershire Warkwickshire Railway. 

In Service: Preserved Steam: 2807 - Sdn 2102/05, 7903 "FOREMARKE HALL" - 

Sdn/49. Preserved Diesel: (D)1693 (47105) - BT455/63, (D1895) 47376 

"Freightliner 1995" - BT657/65. Preserved Carriages: Mk1: 1675, 1876, 

4772, 4787, 4798, 5042, 9000 (9276), 13326, 13329, 25341, (18743) 25743, 

35308. 

Note: The group saw these engines at work at various places along the 

line, riding behind 2807, 1693 & 47376, including over the recently opened 

section across Stanway viaduct. Services are worked Top'n'tail to 

Gotherington due to the landslip closing the line between there and 

Cheltenham Racecourse.  

 

Toddington Station, Yard and Car park. 

Preserved Steam: Gauge 7ft 0.25": "IRON DUKE" - Resco/85 (ex p.226 on 

track in car park). Standard Gauge: 6984 "OWSDEN HALL" - Sdn/48 dsm, 35006 

(PENINSULA & ORIENTAL S.N.CO) - Elh/41 dsm, 92203 "BLACK PRINCE" - Sdn/59, 

45160 - NBH24648/41, P1976/39 (assumed), (No.1 CADBURY) - AE1977/25 (ex 

p.212), 44027 - Derby/24 (ex p.57), "KING GEORGE" - HE2409/42 dsm (ex 

p.84), 3717 (3440) "CITY OF TRURO" - Sdn 2000/03 

Preserved Diesel: (D135) 45149 (PHAETON) - Crewe/61, (D)2069 (03069) - 

Don/59, (D3272) 08202 - Derby/56 (ex p.151), (D3850) 08683 - Hor/59 (ex 

p206). D4095 (08)881 - Hor/61, (D5081) 24081 - Crewe/60, D7612 (25262 - 

25901) - Derby/66, (D5343) 26043 - BRCW DEL88/59, (D6799, 37099) 37324 

"CLYDEBRIDGE" - EE3228/62 + VF D753/62, (D6915) 37215 - EE3393/63 + EEV 

D859/63, (D6948) 37248 (LOCH ARKAIG) - EE3505/64 + EEV D936/64 (ex p.167), 

D8137 (20137) - EE3606/65 + EEV D1007/65, 54 D9553 - Sdn/65, (HE5511/60), 

7069 - HL3841/35, (No.) 21 (MAVIS) - JF4210130/57, 372 - YE2760/59. 

Preserved Electro-Diesel: (E6036 73129) - EE3598/65 + EEV E368/65. 

Preserved Gas Turbine: 18000 - BBC(S) 4559/49 + SLM 3977/49 (Ex p.55). 

Preserved DMU: W51950 - Derby C&W/61, W52062 - Derby C&W/61. Preserved 

Carriages: GWR: 80970. LNWR: 12196 (DM395358 - 36966). Mk1: 25501, 25646 

(99636). Preserved NPCCS: GWR: 185 (975158), 333, 2876 (DW150357 - 



 

070844). LMS: 31244. SR: 1863. BR: 2869 (92096 - 060947 - 975166), 94824 

(024972 - 977142). Mk1: (25071) 80432, 80926, (81123 - 92033) 92933, 

(81305 - 92090) 92990, (81512 - 84512) 92418, (86539 - 93539 - 95195) 

assumed. Crane: 62006 R&R/42. Passenger rated GWR Milk tank: 3043. 

Internal User wagons: 781058 (024757), 65643 - 041886.  

Notes:  1 - 08598 - Derby/59 ex p.151, has returned to the Potter group, 

at their Ely site, and 08202 will be joining it shortly. 

2 - A cab of (D113) 45128 - Crewe/61 was present. It is surrendering parts 

for 45149 and will be scrapped when of no further use. 

3 - 80970 is ex-Carnforth. 

 

Winchcombe Station, Depot and sidings. 

Preserved Diesel: D2182 - Sdn/62, 11230 - RSHN 7860/56 + DC 2574/56. 

Preserved DMU: (56356 - 54356 - 6300) "HEBRIDEAN". Preserved Diesel 

Railcars: ARMY 9119 - BD3708/75, (9127) - BD 3743/76 assumed. Track 

Machine: 73303. Preserved Road/Rail: S134TBC XLR8123 - Landrover (ex 

Balfour Beatty). Preserved Carriages: GW: 2232 (DW150397), 5500 (071343), 

5539 (DW150328), 9004 (DE321011 - 99053), 9007. LMS: 1535 (DM395832), 

16696 (DM395347 - 7868), 45048. Mk1: 1672, 1808, 1965 (WGP8805), 1972, 

(3045 Valerie), 3091 (977352) "Marguerite", 3960, 4331 (W300), 4440 

(977175), 4763, 4790, 4806, 4869, 5054 "Sheila", 7221 (16221), 13089, 

13337 "Gillian", 16195, (21275) 99016, 24949, 25020, 25451, 25618, (34500) 

975076, 34676, (34701) NIR 3188, 34929, (35000 - 977692) 99202, 35201 

(80219), (35307) 80212. Preserved NPCCS: GW: 600, 709 (150424), 2806 

(DW150349), 2983 (975783). LMS: 32990. SR: 4590 (083372). BR: 1563, 94486 

(041697), 94557 (061063). Mk1: 80401, (35003) 80411, (25150) 80433, 

(25119) 80434, (25117) 80435, 80797, (80893) 92384, 81039 (84039), (81049 

- 84049) 92350, (81614 - 84614) 92199, 86235 (93235 - 95113 - 94113). 

Passenger rated GWR Milk tank: 2835. Internal user wagons: 1388 (024303), 

43914 (024329), 43930 (024330), "112850" (Really 112869 - 041208), 100839 

(060968), 82234 - 064555, (854329) 070857, 913767 (076040), 142594 

(082819),  

Notes:  1 - 1672 and 3045 were both being repainted and refreshed. 

    2 - 80401 is due to go to the Great Central Railway. 

    3 - 9004 is ex-West Coast Railway. 

    4 - 9007 is ex-Long Marston. 

    5 - 112850 at Winchcombe is actually 112869 incorrectly numbered.    

The real 112850 is at Toddington (body only).  

 

Stanway Viaduct Siding (Viewed from train) 

Preserved Steam: (76077) - Hor/56 dsm assumed, Preserved NPCCS: (86708 - 

94051) 93708. Preserved Internal user wagon: (901102) 060913.  

Note: 2 Cranes were also stored here. It is assumed that one is LNER DRC 

80115 (967303) - CS/46 and the other is an ex Newport Dockyard crane built 

by Thomas Smith, Rodley No. 25630 delivered in 1962.  

 

Stanton and the End  

The group also visited an area known as Stanton, which is beyond Stanway 

Viaduct, and the current extremity of the line around half a mile further 

on where there are wagons stabled or in use on permanent way trains. 

 

Cheltenham Racecourse Station and Sidings. 

Preserved Cranes: GW: L15 - Sdn/08, (272) 060980 - CS/44. Preserved 



 

Internal user wagon: (80005) DW150260, (945893) 024816, (29)60 (041348), 

(295193) 041454, (118718) 041673, 1985 (041960), (77037) 060321, 060981 

(crane runner), (45099) 083147. 

 

North Gloucestershire Railway, Toddington Goods Yard (visit). 

Preserved Steam: Gauge 2ft: (CHAKA'S KRAAL No.6) - HE 2075/40 dsm, 1091 - 

Hen 15968/18, (7) JUSTINE - Jung 939/06. Preserved Diesel: Gauge 2ft: 

(IVAN) - FH 3317/48, Yard No.A497 ND3824 - HE6647/67, 2 DFK538 - L 

34523/49, (SPITFIRE) - MR 7053/37, 6 - RH166010/32, 5 - RH354028/53. 

 

B Nicholls, Gotherington Station (View) 

The site was viewed from the train. Wkm6878/54 was possibly glimpsed 

through some foliage, though this could not be confirmed. 

 

Notes: A very big thank you must be made to all at the Gloucestershire 

Warwickshire Railway for a fantastic visit. Particular thanks must go to 

Richard at Winchcombe, Glyn (Main Sheds) and Tony (North Glos Rly) at 

Toddington. The largest thank you must go to John Kettle, who was our 

guide for the day. He not only helped with arranging the visit but stayed 

with us all day to assist in our exploration of the railway. All 

participants agreed the day was extremely successful from the excellent 

bacon butties on the first train of the day to searching Cheltenham 

Racecourse for internal user wagons. The CARS members on the trip all made 

donations to the railway, which has a major appeal ongoing due to the 

Gotherington Land Slip. There are details at gwsr.com for making donations 

on-line or details for posting cheques.  

 

 

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS MAGAZINE: 

R.KING, P.MERRY, A.TURNER, KP, L.SOLWAY, D.FORSE, R.GILES. J.DICKS, 

C.WEEKS, N.HOSKINS. 

 

Also thanks to the following whose information has been used in the 

organisation of trips to industrial and coaching stock locations: 

INDUSTRIAL RAILWAY SOCIETY, PETER HALL.  

 

Can all information for the magazine please be sent to Kevin Davies by the 

20th of the month, either at the address at the front of the magazine or by 

e-mail to: magazine@cardiffandavonside.org.uk 
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